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Thank you, Alexis Brown... I n d l 0 “Trust in the Lord with all
your heart and do not lean on
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your own understanding.”

Informer Proverb 3:5
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What You Really Are

“Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the By Gene Taylor

Lord is, there is freedom.” . . .
2 Corinthians 3:17 The above quotation from Goethe, when applied to our lives,

rings true. How we spend our time and what we allow to
occupy our attention tells others what we really are and that
may be dramatically different from what we claim to be.

Professing to be Christians does not mean that we are living
as the children of God should. Unless we conform our
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What are you "busy about?” Is it your job? Does it take all of
your energy and most of your time? Is your main interest in
life the amassing of "things?" Do you use all spare moments
Website: in some recreational pursuit? If any of these apply, you need
to take stock and channel your "busyness" into that which is
more profitable—serving the Lord. If one is going to be
Christ-like, he must have the mind of Christ (Phil. 2:5). It is
Preacher: Vacant evident that Christ's attitude while on earth was to be busy
about His Father's business (Luke 2:49). Such passages as
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John 4:34, 6:38 and 9:4 show that He continually focused on
doing the will of God. In turn, He taught His disciples the
most important thing in life for them was to do God's will
and be concerned with His kingdom first (Matthew 6:33).

The apostle Paul zealously applied himself to the will of
God. He was always busy serving the Lord. He constantly
pressed on so that he could attain his goal to live a life
pleasing to God so that he would gain an incorruptible
crown (Phil. 3:7-16). On the other hand, Demas, a fellow-
worker with Paul, busied himself with other things—the
things of this world (2 Tim. 4:10). His love for this "present
world" ultimately caused him to abandon both Paul and the
Lord.

When Jesus was in the house of Mary and Martha, two
sisters who lived in Bethany, both of them were busy. In the
eyes of the world and even in the eyes of her sister, though,
one seemed to be idle (Luke 10:38-42). Martha was
"distracted with much serving" (Luke 10:40). She busied
herself seeing that the needs of her guests were satisfied.
She became so anxious about it that it consumed her. Her
sister Mary sat at the Lord's feet not wishing to miss a single
word He was saying. She busied herself listening to Him
knowing that it was the most important thing she could be
doing. When Martha complained to Jesus about her, He told
her not to worry about so many things that, in reality, were
not necessary. Rather, she should devote herself and her
time, as Mary had, to "the one thing that is needed"—
hearing and obeying the word of God. Again, with what are
you busy? Is it your job, a hobby, material possessions or
worldly pleasures? If so, what does that say as to what you
really are? What do others think is your first love? What is
the Lord's view of you?

A question that has been used before, possibly overused, but
nevertheless is relevant to our line of thought is, "If you were
tried for being a Christian, would there be enough evidence
to convict you?" If you were "busy about” that which you

should be busying yourself with, it would be evident to all
what you really are. All would know you are a Christian, see
the glory of God in you and glorify your Father in heaven
(Matthew 5:14-16). More importantly, the Lord would know.
If you claim to be a Christian, get busy doing the will of the
Lord.

Write it All Down
Jay Launius

What if God required us to write down at least five bullet
points of spiritual accomplishments each week? Would it be
easy to submit a list filled with prayer, worship, bible study,
and good works? Or would our list consist of just a few items,
like sitting in church for an hour per week? Thank the Lord
we don’t have to write it all down! Christianity is not a
“checkbox” religion. It does not consist of bullet points we
can check off and once completed go about our merry way.
The written lists and ordinances of the Old Testament were
nailed to the cross of Christ. (Colossians 2:14)

There is no need for us to keep a record of our Christian
accomplishments, because God is doing it for us. “And I saw
the dead, small and great, standing before God, and books
were opened. And another book was opened, which is the
Book of Life. And the dead were judged according to their
works, by the things which were written in the books.”
(Revelation 20:12) Just as federal workers must give an
account of their job performance, Christians are
accountable for their work in the kingdom of God. (Romans
14:12)

“For we are God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do

good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.”
Ephesians 2:10




