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The Only Way to God 
 

“Jesus answered, ‘I am the way and the truth and the life. 
No one comes to the Father except through me.’” 
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Informer 
• “Fight	the	good	fight”	
• 	“Keep	the	faith”	
• “Finish	the	course”	

  
 

 
 

The Truth About Christ’s Church 
By Dan Jenkins 

 
There may be some things in the Bible which are difficult to 
understand, but there are others which are so simply stated 
but often are easily overlooked. Two of these truths are that 
Jesus established the church and that He never wanted it to 
be changed. 
 
Read Matthew 16:18 and notice how easy it is to understand 
the promise Jesus made before He died about what was 
about to happen. “I will build My church.” Even a child can 
grasp these words. Continue to read the Bible, and you will 
see exactly what happened. Just days after He ascended into 
heaven that church became a reality, and men were added 
to it (Acts 2:38-47). We must never overlook this truth so 
plainly stated. 
 

“Trust in the Lord with all 
your heart and	do not lean on 
your own understanding.”  

Proverb 3:5 
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Read the words in Matthew 16 which follow His promise to 
build the church. He said to Peter, “Whatever you bind on 
earth will be bound in heaven and whatever you loose on 
earth will be loosed in heaven.” Two chapters later, He 
expanded this right to reveal God’s message bound upon all 
men to include others (Matthew 18:18). For the church to 
exist, there was a new testament which was about to be 
revealed, but when that truth was bound on this earth it was 
bound in heaven. We must not overlook this truth so simply 
stated. 
 
To see how firmly this new way of living was binding on 
man, read the words of the apostle Paul. “I marvel that you 
are turning away so soon from Him who called you in the 
grace of Christ, to a different gospel, which is not another; 
but there are some who trouble you and want to pervert the 
gospel of Christ” (Galatians 1:6-7). The truth was so firmly 
bound on mankind that to change it is described as a 
perversion. 
 
Then, read the next verse to see that the gospel could not be 
changed. “But even if we, or an angel from heaven, preach 
any other gospel to you than what we have preached to you, 
let him be accursed.” Do you see how easily these words 
show that the Lord never gave any man, including the 
apostle Paul, or any angel from heaven to change the truth 
that was revealed? 
 
Yet, it is so easy to overlook these two truths. God first gave 
that Old Testament to the Jews and only God Himself could 
change it (Deuteronomy 4:2; 12:32). When Jesus gave us the 
New Testament, He gave this same message—do not change 
it. How tragic it is that since Jesus left the earth men have 
changed the church and changed the truth bound on us in so 
many ways. 
 
What would happen if all those who believed in Jesus 
decided to return to the simple truth given by Jesus and the 
apostles? What would the church look like if we established 
that first-century church in our day? Think about it! 

Kuriakon – What is the Church? 
By Kevin Cauley 

 

The English word “church” derives from the Greek 
word	kuriakon	and means “the Lord’s house.” The Greek 
word for church is	ekklesia	and means “assembly” (Acts 
19:32, 39, 41; Hebrews 12:23). The church is called by many 
names in the scriptures. It is called the body (1 Corinthians 
12:12-27), the bride (Revelation 22:17), the temple (Ephesians 
2:21), the house of God (1 Timothy 3:15), husbandry and 
building (1 Corinthians 3:9), the kingdom (Matthew 16:19), 
and much more. 
 
The church belongs to Jesus. He is its builder and owner 
(Matthew 16:18). He is the head of the church (Ephesians 
1:22-12). Jesus Christ died and shed his blood for the church 
(Acts 20:28). He is the savior of the church (Ephesians 5:23) 
and the King of the kingdom (Revelation 5:9-10). He is the 
good Shepherd, and the church are the sheep (John 10:11). 
Jesus is the foundation of the building (1 Corinthians 3:11) 
and the chief cornerstone (1 Peter 2:6-7). 
 
The church is not a building, though, the English word is 
commonly used that way. The church is not a denomination 
(1 Corinthians 1:10-13); it is composed of members and 
members are people (1 Corinthians 12:12-27). The church 
may be organized in a local congregation (Hebrews 2:12) at a 
particular location (1 Corinthians 1:2). The Bible also teaches 
the church to be all saints from all times (Ephesians 1:22-23, 
Hebrews 12:23). 
 
To become a member of the church, one must be baptized (1 
Corinthians 12:13). This is the same as being born of the 
water and of the spirit (John 3:5). A person cannot be saved 
without being cleansed by the blood of Christ (Revelation 
1:5). A person cannot be cleansed by the blood of Christ 
without being a member of the church (Acts 20:28, 
Ephesians 5:23). A person cannot be saved without being a 
member of the church. 


