
Thank you! 

Luis Cantun 
Today’s speaker 

 

Unless there is a special request… 

Due to circumstances, this class is temporarily suspended 
 

“Foundation Lessons” Class 
Wednesdays 3:30 p.m. at the church building 

Will Resume Later 

 

“But refuse foolish and ignorant speculations, knowing that 

they produce quarrels.”  2 Timothy 2:23 
 

“We are destroying speculations and every lofty thing raised up 

against the knowledge of God, and we are taking every thought 

captive to the obedience of Christ.”  2 Corinthians 10:5 
 

September Birthdays 
 

11  Marie Burruss 15  Marcos Perales    16  Jim Burruss  

30  Dortha Gentry      30  Kurt Hoffman 
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Exceptions? 
By Jonathan McAnulty 

 
It is a universal truth, although not universally acknowledged, that 
there are no exceptions to the rules of God. 
 

Quite a few men, in their self-centric worldview, naively imagine 
that this truth does not apply to them, that they are indeed the 
exception, and that, this time, it will be different when they do it. 
There is an entire philosophy of thought, held to by almost half the 
population, called progressivism. It is a philosophy which, despite 
years of evidence to the contrary, likes to imagine that men are 
capable of doing things in new, improved ways, obtaining results 
which will be different from those results obtained in the past. 
 

A wise king, Solomon, sagely observed approximately three 
thousand years ago, “What has been is what will be, and what has 
been done is what will be done, and there is nothing new under the 
sun.” (Ecclesiastes 1:9; ESV) He went on to note, “Is there a thing 
of which it is said, ‘See, this is new’? It has been already in the 
ages before us. There is no remembrance of former things, nor will 
there be any remembrance of later things yet to be among those 
who come after.” (Ecclesiastes 1:10-11; ESV) 
 

There is a lot of truth to the sentiment, “those who don’t remember 
the past are doomed to repeat it.” By studying the actions, and the 
consequences of those actions, done in the past, we can get a pretty 
good idea of how our own choices are going to work out for us. 
Thus the apostle Paul, commenting in the New Testament upon the 
utility of studying the Old Testament, noted, “Now all these things 
happened to them as examples, and they were written for our 
admonition.” (1 Corinthians 10:11a; NKJV) There aren’t 
exceptions to God’s rules, and it is this universal truth which 
allows us to profit from the study of the Scriptures. 
 

Elsewhere, this same truth is stated in a different way: “Do not be 
deceived: God is not mocked, for whatever one sows, that will he 
also reap. For the one who sows to his own flesh will from the flesh 



reap corruption, but the one who sows to the Spirit will from the 
Spirit reap eternal life.” (Galatians 6:7-8; ESV) The harvest we 
reap will always depend upon the nature of the seeds which are 
planted. 
 
There are no exceptions to this rule, physically or spiritually. We 
can’t plant corn and expect tomatoes. We can’t breed sheep and 
expect to get calves. We can’t plant sin and expect to reap a harvest 
of joy and happiness. 
 
“The wages of sin is death.” (Romans 6:23a) There are no 
exceptions to this truth. God promised from the very beginning that 
sin would bring death (cf. Genesis 2:17) and counseled sinful men 
to learn to master their temptation to sin (cf. Genesis 4:7). 
 
But men insist that for them it will be different. Our culture, 
following in the footsteps of so many others, plunges headlong 
towards sin, celebrating it, throwing parades in its honor, and 
defending it. Like the pagans of old, they think it odd when some 
choose not to run with them in the same flood of dissipation. (cf. 1 
Peter 4:4) But the vices of Sodom and the excesses of Rome are 
not anything new, and God guarantees that they will always and 
forever produce the same results of unhappiness, sorrow, and 
judgment. 
 
Our Lord Jesus observed that sin was the true problem faced by 
mankind. Observing the suffering experienced in His own day and 
age, He asked whether those who had experienced great suffering 
were somehow exceptions. He concluded, “I tell you, no; but 
unless you repent you will all likewise perish.” (Luke 13:3; cf. vs 
1-5) 
 
There are no exceptions. The solution is always the same. And 
there is only one solution. Jesus said “I am the Way, the Truth, and 
the Life. No man comes to the Father except through Me.” (John 
14:6) 
 
The path of Jesus, leading to God, is laid out for us in the Gospel 
of Christ, and it is through obedience to that Gospel that we will 
find salvation and joy. (cf. Romans 1:16) A major part of the plan 
Christ teaches is the necessity of dying to sin. (cf. Romans 6:1-4) 
Therefore: Repent! Give it up. Realize that you aren’t the 

exception and sin is never going to produce a harvest of hope and 
happiness. 
 
Thanks be to God that in His love He shows us a better way. Let 
us pray we have the wisdom to learn to listen to what He is 
teaching. 
 

When 'It Has Not Yet Been Revealed' 
By David Diestelkamp 

 

The apostle John wrote concerning the Christian's hope of putting 
on an immortal body: "Beloved, now we are children of God; and 
it has not yet been revealed what we shall be, but we know that 
when He is revealed, we shall be like Him, for we shall see Him as 
He is" (1 John 3:2). 

Why didn't John go ahead and tell us what "we shall be" when we 
are raised? Why didn't he speculate? Why didn't he tell us what he 
thought we might be? Why didn't he tell us something which was 
not revealed, but which doesn't contradict what has been revealed? 
Why didn't he tell us a widely or long held position? Why didn't 
he tell us what conclusions scholars have reached? Why didn't he 
tell us what he felt? Why didn't he confidently affirm what we will 
be, and challenge someone to show him a verse saying it isn't true, 
or a "Thou shalt not"? He told us why he didn't do these things: "it 
has not yet been revealed." 

John knew when "it has not yet been revealed," man must not 
presume to know what is true in that area. Something "has not yet 
been revealed" because God has been silent. When Scripture is 
silent, God is silent. When God is silent we cannot say what is true 
(right) or act with any confidence that we are pleasing Him. 

Concerning what we will be at the coming of Jesus Christ we can 
agree. We can be united in saying we do not know because it has 
not been revealed. We would reject someone's speculation as to 
"what we shall be" as "intruding into those things which he has not 
seen, vainly puffed up by his fleshly mind" (Colossians 2:18). 

As with "what we shall be" in the resurrection, we will begin to be 
united in other areas when we are all willing to stop teaching and 
acting in areas where it "has not yet been revealed." 


