
Upcoming Events 
 

 

Revelation class:  Today at 2:30 p.m. 

“1000-Year Reign” 
 

Tuesday Meet Up Class 

September 28 at 7:00 p.m. 

Location TBA 

 
 

 

September Birthdays 
 

3  Wendy Cortes 11  Marie Burruss 15  Marcos Perales    

16  Jim Burruss 24  Mason Perales 

30  Dortha Gentry      30  Kurt Hoffman 

 

October Birthdays 

 
28  Allan Brown 

 
 
 

 
Regular Meeting Times  Church of Christ 
    81-377 Ave 46 
Sunday…………9:45 a.m.  Indio, CA  92201  
Sunday…..........10:45 a.m.  (760) 342-1859 
 
Wednesday…….7:00 p.m.  
 
  
 
 
 
 
         
 

 
 
 
 
 

             Preacher: 
       Jack Critchfield 
    (Address Service Requested)   
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-Hope- 
 

Abounding in Hope 
By Kevin Cauley 

 

“May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in 

believing, so that by the power of the Holy Spirit you may 

abound in hope” (Romans 15:13). 

 

                      
 

I don’t know that there is any worse feeling than that of 

hopelessness. Left unchecked, it is soon followed by despair. 

These strong feelings present themselves those who are suicidal. 

Satan desires humans to die in sin so they may accompany him to 

the place prepared for him and his angels (Matthew 25:41). Satan 

does not want people to have hope, and that means that hope is a 

powerful tool of God for good. God is the God of hope (Romans 

15:13). This verse also presents a connection between joy, peace, 

faith, and hope. Joy, peace, and faith are powerful tools of the Holy 

Spirit that enable the Christian to abound in hope. 

 

Having a life filled and overflowing with hope is a process that 

begins with faith, the foundation of joy and peace.  It is “in 

believing” that God fills us with joy and peace. Faith comes by 

hearing God’s word (Romans 10:17).  Joy and peace are the natural 

results of believing (in an obedient way) God’s word. The 
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Ethiopian nobleman went on his way rejoicing after believing (in 

an obedient way) the word of God (Acts 8:39).  Peace comes from 

the fact that we have Christ as our reconciler (Ephesians 2:14-22).  

 

It is a blessing of putting our trust in Christ. Philippians 3:6-7 

emphasize the connection between trusting in God through prayer 

and receiving the peace of God that passes all understanding. 

When we have faith producing joy and peace, then we have 

wonderful hope in the One who can bring the abundant life both 

now and in eternity (John 10:10). 
 

The Anchor of Our Souls 

By Ron Bartanen 

 

As a ship would need an anchor to prevent it from being driven by 

the wind and waves onto a rugged, rock-infested shore and 

destroyed, without exception we all need an anchor for our lives to 

keep us from the storms of life that would destroy us.  Our faith in 

Christ is just such an anchor—and especially we would view the 

resurrection of Christ in this regard.  While all religions have their 

revered founders and gurus, all are powerless against the winds of 

time that would drive us onto the shores of God’s judgment.  Only 

Christianity has a founder who died for our sins and been raised 

from the dead.  Death is not the ultimate conqueror.  Though even 

Jesus, in death, willingly gave up His spirit into the Father’s hands, 

yet, as a verse in one of our hymns declares, “Death could not keep 

his prey.”  He arose in triumph over death and holds within His 

hands “the keys of hell (hades) and of death” (Rev. 1:18).  Ours is 

not a dead savior, but the Living One.  Without the assurance of a 

living Savior, we would be at the mercy of all that is spiritually 

destructive to our souls.  We would not even be assured of who 

Jesus is—the Son of God.  After all, anyone could make the 

claim.  Of Jesus alone can it be said that He was “declared to be 

the Son of God with power, according to the spirit of holiness, by 

the resurrection of Jesus from the dead” (Romans 1:4).  We know 

who He is because of His resurrection. 

Without His resurrection we would have no assurance of our 

own.  Death would be the great ultimate destroyer.  But because 

He was raised, we, too, will be raised.  In 1 Corinthians 15, the 

apostle Paul linked our resurrection to His, saying, “If Christ be 

not raised, your faith is vain: ye are yet in your sins.  Then they 

also which are fallen asleep in Christ are perished.  If in this life 

only we have hope in Christ, we are of all men most miserable.  But 

now is Christ risen from the dead, and become the firstfruits of 

them that slept.  For since by man (Adam) came death, by man 

(Christ) came also the resurrection of the dead” (15:17-

20).  Hebrews 6:19-20a compares His resurrection to the believer’s 

anchor, declaring, “which hope we have as an anchor of the soul, 

both sure and stedfast, and which entereth into that within the veil, 

whither the forerunner is for us entered, even Jesus.”  This hope 

is secure—“within the veil,” that is, beyond the veil of death into 

heaven itself, where the risen Christ has entered as the 

“forerunner”, preparing the way for our resurrection.  Our eternal 

welfare is established only in the crucified, risen and glorified Son 

of God. 

 

The greatest question we could ask is: Is our faith anchored and 

made secure in Christ.  Have we accepted Him, who, by the grace 

of God, “tasted death for every man?” (Hebrews 2:9)  Have we 

identified ourselves with Him in being “buried with Him in 

baptism” and raised with Him to walk “in newness of life” (Rom. 

6:3-4).  Is it our hope to continue that walk till we share in “the 

likeness of His resurrection” (6:5)?—to share His glory? 

 

******** 

“Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, Who 

according to His abundant mercy has begotten us again to a 

living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the 

dead, to an inheritance incorruptible and undefiled and that 

does not fade away, reserved in heaven for you.” 1 Peter 1:3-4 


