
Read through the Bible in 2016! 
 (Submitted by Mike McKnight) 

Suggested chapters to read so that we might read through the entire 
Bible during 2016.!   This week’s “schedule”: 

•   Day 81 - Deuteronomy 32-34; Psalm 91 Monday 
•   Day 82 - Joshua 1-4  Tuesday 
•   Day 83 - Joshua 5-8  Wednesday 
•   Day 84 - Joshua 9-11  Thursday 
•   Day 85 - Joshua 12-15  Friday 
•   Day 86 - Joshua 16-18   Saturday 
•   Day 87 - Joshua 19-21  Sunday  

March Birthdays 
30  Barrett Hoffman  

April Birthdays 
 
 1  Daniel McKnight    11  Dolly Cashion    23  Shannon Hudson 
3 Amanda Hoffman   16  Alana Hudson    26  Stori Rose Hoffman 
 6  Susan Hudson   17  Belva Meanor  
 

April Anniversaries 
9  Bill & Kena Brown 
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“Deflating the Argument of Hypocrisy” 
By Mike McKnight 

 
Now, more than ever, Christianity is under fire.  We are witnessing 
a shift in American thinking and morality that is against anything 
associated with religion.  I believe there have always been critics, 
those who will deride Christian beliefs because they refuse to 
acknowledge the overwhelming evidence that surrounds them on a 
daily basis.  However, because of what I call the “curse of 
technology”, we now see a dangerous trend being promoted in the 
lives of all generations.   Don’t get me wrong, I love my smart phone 
and my tablet and computer; I enjoy the convenience of streaming 
movies, having instant access to others via emails, texting and video 
chats.  But with all of this great technology comes a curse taking the 
form of self-promotion.  Think about it, we have an estimated 319 
million people living in the United States.  If half that number is on 
social media, that’s a lot of opinions “sounding off” - and it is 
addicting!!  Never before in the history of the human race has any 
individual had access to so many people, a captive audience, where 
our opinions seem to matter more than morality (truth, justice and 
righteousness).  Through these forums of social media, the voices of 
those objecting to Christianity now have “center stage” to promote 
weak logic.  Objections and arguments that attempt to persuade, 
justify and cover up the simple truth that people have ‘chosen’ not 
to believe because they’d rather think about themselves.  Such 
arguments come in various forms, but they all have baseless 
assumptions and shallow reasoning in common. 
 
One such attack often used by opponents is to focus on what they 
call the believer’s “double standard of faith.”  When you were a child 
growing up did you ever hear one or both of your parents say, “… 
do what I say, not what I do”?   As a child, it is a little confusing to 
see a parent do one thing and have them tell you to do something 



else.  It is not until we grow and mature that we begin to understand 
that the instructions from our parents are actually for our benefit and 
not to promote a double standard of accountability.  Today, we hear 
our opponents sound off claiming that “Christians are a bunch of 
hypocrites” and therefore they refuse any evidences of God and His 
Son; and that anyone claiming to be of faith is really just trying to be 
morally superior; or that they are weak and only able to cope with 
life by holding tight to the cross like a crutch.  Opponents focus on 
the weaknesses and humanity of the Christian and use it as 
ammunition and criticism. 
 
But, let’s consider their arguments for just a moment.   The 
accusation is that “Christians are hypocrites because their 
weaknesses (sin) is evident in their lives”; they are telling people to 
do what I say, not what I do.   At least part of this statement is, in 
fact, true…Christians are sinners!  We know that because Paul tells 
us, by inspiration, “…for all have sinned and fall short of the glory 
of God” (Romans 3:23).   The difference between the Christian and 
the opposition is that Christians are at least trying to change.  As an 
analogy, when our bodies are sick enough, we usually seek out the 
help of a doctor;  similarly, a Christian, as a sinner, is looking for 
help to regularly rid his/her life of sin.  Christians worship God, pray 
and study His word (the Bible) so that they can learn what is 
right…to be able to discern good from evil (Hebrews 5:14); they 
don’t want sin to damage their life or the lives of others anymore, 
but rather desire to grow and mature and become a better person. 
 
Nowhere in the Bible will one find Jesus claiming to have perfect 
disciples.  Judas was a disciple of Jesus; he also was a hypocrite, by 
acting as a devoted follower, who ended up betraying the Son of 
God.  So yes, there are people who are hypocrites claiming to be 
religious but have other agendas to follow.  However, aside from the 
hypocrite, there are, in fact, a lot of people who really do have 
serious problems but are trying to learn what it means to turn and 
follow the Lord.  Does that mean that all religion is bad because they 
have not grown enough or that Jesus should not be trusted?  Jesus 
gave his life so that regardless of our sins, we can receive forgiveness 

and eventual healing.  What makes more sense, to judge Christianity 
on the weaknesses of its followers, or to judge its teaching?  In 
Matthew chapters 5-7, Jesus’ sermon was filled with teachings 
against hypocrisy; Jesus hated hypocrisy, often having to endure the 
double standards and hatred of the Pharisees.  Christian beliefs 
should be judged not on the failings of the followers, but on the 
validity of what it teaches. 
 
The argument against Christianity because of hypocrisy is also one-
sided, focusing on the failures of the followers but ignoring their acts 
of goodness.   Just because I have sinned does not mean that I am 
incapable of anything good and profitable.  Let’s not ignore the fact 
that Christians are putting into practice the teachings of Jesus to love 
our neighbor as ourselves and to be a blessing to our enemies.  When 
I study and obey the instructions found in the Bible, I am learning 
about my Lord and Creator; I am receiving instructions on how to 
please Him.  Here is the irony:  when I do what God is asking of me, 
the world is a better place.  I am promoting what all people, believer 
or critic, desire to see in themselves and others.  So, if one is going 
to judge Christians as being hypocritical by looking at their failings 
and not taking into consideration all the good that comes from their 
faith, we really need to be asking who is the hypocrite. 
 
Finally, this argument against religion because of hypocrisy shows 
its true colors of inadequacy by ignoring the main point.  Just 
because I might fail in what I desire to do…living without sin in 
serving my Lord…does not mean that Christianity is false.   Jesus is 
the Son of God and in the gospel message the power for salvation is 
revealed.  This is true, regardless of whether or not there are bad 
people who call themselves Christians.  This is true whether the 
people who follow are good or even perfect because this point really 
has nothing to do with the people and everything to do with the 
authority of God. 
 
So while we may agree that Christians are sinners and that some are 
hypocrites, the gospel message that God loves us and Jesus died for 
our sins is still true.   


