
Great News! 
New Christian!  Kurt McGraw as baptized last Sunday evening!  
His address is 82549 Bari, Indio, CA  92203; his phone number is 
(760) 219-0209 

Reminders… 
Barnabas Group Meeting:  September 27 
Business Meeting:  October 2 at 4:00 p.m.  

Read through the Bible in 2016! 
 (Submitted by Mike McKnight) 

Suggested chapters to read so that we might read through the entire 
Bible during 2016!   This week’s “schedule”: 

•   Day 263 - Haggai 1-2  Monday 
•   Day 264 - Zechariah 1-7  Tuesday 
•   Day 265 - Zechariah 8-14  Wednesday 
•   Day 266 - Esther 1-5  Thursday 
•   Day 267 - Esther 6-10  Friday 
•   Day 268 - Ezra 7-10  Saturday 
•   Day 269 - Nehemiah 1-5  Sunday  

September Birthdays 
24  Mason Perales 30  Dortha Gentry 30  Kurt Hoffman   

 
October Birthdays 

3  Betty Heitmeyer 25  Christina Bruni 28  Allan Brown 
 
 
Regular Meeting Times  Church of Christ 
    81-377 Ave 46 
Sunday…………9:45 a.m.  Indio, CA  92201  
Sunday…..........10:45 a.m.  (760) 342-1859 
Sunday………....6:00 p.m.  
Wednesday…….7:00 p.m.  
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The Unique Jesus 
By Mark Dunagan 

 
“Some years ago I received a letter from a young man I knew 
slightly.  ‘I have just made a great discovery’, he wrote.  ‘Almighty 
God had two sons.  Jesus Christ was the first; I am the second.’  I 
glanced at the address at the top of his letter.  He was writing from a 
well-known mental hospital.  There have of course been many 
pretenders of greatness and to divinity” (Basic Christianity, John  
R.W. Stott, p. 35).  There have always been false prophets and 
beyond that, false Messiahs (Matthew 24:24).  But even the world 
views “Jesus” in a different category.  One writer noted, 
“Instinctively we do not class Him with others.  Jesus is not one of 
the group of the world’s great.  Talk about Alexander the Great and 
Napoleon the Great if you will.  Jesus is apart.  He is not the Great; 
He is the Only.  He is simply Jesus.  Nothing could add to that.  There 
is a saying of Charles Lamb that ‘if Shakespeare  was to come into 
this room we should all rise up to meet him, but if that Person was 
to come into it, we should all fall down and try to kiss the hem of 
His garment’” (p. 36).   
 
He Claimed to Be Sinless 
  
“Why do you call Me good?” He asked the rich young ruler (Mark 
10:17-18).  Jesus then noted, “No one is good except God alone”.  
“Exactly”, we should have replied.  “It is not that you are better than 
other men, nor even that you are the best of men, but that you are 
good—good with the absolute goodness of God” (p. 36).   
  
“Which one of you convicts Me of sin?” (John 8:46). “Who of you 
can prove me guilty of sin” (Wms); “Which of you can prove me in 
the wrong’ (NEB).  Barclay notes, “Is there anyone here who can 
point the finger at any evil in My life?”  Then there must have 
followed a silence during which the eyes of Jesus ranged round the 
crowd waiting for anyone to accept the extra-ordinary challenge that 



He had thrown down” (p. 35).  Morris notes, “It betokens a clear and 
serene conscience.  Only one who was in the closest and most 
intimate communion with the Father could have spoken such words.  
In the light of their inability to point to any sin at all in Him their 
continuing failure to believe in Him is shown for the sham it was.  If 
there was no sin, then He was indeed speaking the truth, and if He 
was speaking the truth then they should have believed” (p. 465). 
  
“For I always do the things that are pleasing to Him” (John 8:29).  
“When He invited them to accuse Him, He could stay and bear their 
scrutiny.  They were sinners; He was without sin.  He lived a life of 
perfect obedience to His Father’s will.  “I always do”, He said, 
“what is pleasing to Him”.  There was nothing boastful about those 
words.  He spoke naturally, with neither fuss nor pretension” (Stott 
p. 37).  Bernard Ramm commented, “There He stands, sinless.  
Whatever men may claim for being great, this is one thing they 
cannot.  They may be brilliant or strong, fast or clever, creative or 
inspired, but not sinless.  Sinless perfection and perfect sinlessness 
is what we would expect of God incarnate (John 1:14).  The 
hypothesis and the facts concur” (Protestant Christian Evidences, p. 
169).   
  
In A Moral Category By Himself 
  
By the very nature of His teaching, He placed Himself in a category 
as distinct from all other men.  Jesus condemned pride and arrogance 
(Luke 18:9), yet He did constantly speak of Himself.  “All other men 
were lost sheep; He had come as the Good Shepherd to seek and save 
them (John 10:14; Luke 19:10).  All other men were sick with the 
disease of sin; He was the doctor who had come to heal them 
(Matthew 9:12).  All other men were plunged the in darkness of sin 
and ignorance; He was the light of the world (John 8:12).  All other 
men were sinners; He was born to be their Savior and would shed 
His blood in death for the forgiveness of their sins (Matthew 26:28).  
All other men were hungry; He was the bread of life” (Stott p. 37).  
“It is not surprising, therefore, that although we are told of the 
temptations of Jesus (Matthew 4), we hear nothing of His sins.  He 
never confesses His sins or asks for forgiveness, although He tells 
His disciples to do so (Matthew 6:12).  He shows no consciousness 
of moral failure.  He appears to have no feelings of guilt and no sense 
of estrangement from God” (p. 38).    
  

He Is The Center Of His Teaching   
Jesus could condemn selfishness and the self-centered lifestyle 
(Matthew 16:24-25), yet He continually talked about Himself.  Such 
teaching immediately sets Jesus apart from the other professed 
“great” religious teachers of the world.  “They were self-effacing.  
He was self-advancing.  They pointed men away from themselves, 
saying, ‘That is the truth, so far as I perceive it; follow that’.  Jesus 
said, ‘I am the truth; follow Me’” (Stott p. 23).  Consider the 
following passages:   
“I am the bread of life” (John 6:35) 
“I am the light of the world” (John 8:12) 
“I am the resurrection and the life” (John 11:25) 
“I am the way, and the truth, and the life” (John 14:6) 
“Come to Me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you 
rest” (Matthew 11:28-29). 
“And beginning with Moses and with all the prophets, He explained 
to them the things concerning Himself in all the Scriptures” (Luke 
24:27)    
He Is The Object Of Man’s Faith   
Jesus offered Himself to His contemporaries as the proper object of 
their faith and love.  It is for man to believe in God; yet Jesus 
appealed to men to believe in Himself:  “He who believes in Me shall 
never thirst” (John 6:35); “This is the work of God, that you believe 
in Him who He has sent” (John 6:29); “He who believes in the Son 
has eternal life” (John 3:36); “That you shall die in your sins; for 
unless you believe that I am He, you shall die in your sins” (John 
8:24).  In fact, Jesus noted that the world will be condemned because 
they did not believe in Him (John 16:8-9)   
He Is The Object Of Man’s Love   
The first and great commandment is to love God with all the heart 
and soul and mind.  Yet Jesus claimed to be the proper object of 
man’s love.  Anyone who loved father, mother, son, or daughter 
more than Him was not worthy of Him (Luke 14:26; Matthew 
10:37).  “The most remarkable feature of all this teaching is that it 
was uttered by one who insisted on humility in others.  He rebuked 
His disciples for their self-seeking and was wearied by their desire 
to be great.  Did He not practice what He preached?” (Stott p. 25). 
Yet, we know that He practiced what He preached (John 13:34-35).    
 
Next week, The Unique Jesus, Part 2 
  


