
Please welcome… 
 
Preaching for us today is Bob McCurdy, of the Mira Loma 
church; Bob keeps giving generously of his time and talent to help 
us out.  Be sure to welcome him and thank him.  

Christian Life 
  
“We never grow closer to God when we just live life. It takes 
deliberate pursuit and attentiveness.”   - Francis Chan - 
 
The Christian life is not a constant high. I have my moments of 
deep discouragement. I have to go to God in prayer with tears in 
my eyes, and say, ‘O God, forgive me,’ or ‘Help me.’   
- Billy Graham - 	  
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Being a Christian… 
Discerning Good and Evil 

By Jimmy Ferguson 
 
"But strong meat belongeth to them that are of full age, even those 
who by reason of use have their senses exercised to discern both 
good and evil" (Hebrews 5:14). In the context of the above 
passage, due to a lack of growth, some lacked the ability to discern 
between good and evil. Peter wrote, "As newborn babes, desire the 
sincere milk of the word that ye may grow thereby" (1 Peter 2:2). 
These Christians had neglected the "milk" of God's Word and 
therefore could not bear the "meat." Many Christians today are 
guilty of this. Although the Bible docs not list each individual sin 
that man can commit, it does give certain guidelines by which one 
may discern between good and evil. Let us note some of these. 
 
Whatever weakens my Christian influence is wrong. The Bible 
states, "For none of us liveth to himself, and no man dieth to 
himself” (Romans 14:7). Each of us has an influence on someone 
else. What kind of influence should we exert'? Jesus said, "Let your 
light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, and 
glorify your Father which is in heaven" (Matthew 5:16). The 
Christian is to be an example: "In word, in conversation, in charity, 
in spirit, in faith, in purity" (1 Timothy 4:12). 
 
Whatever hinders me from performing my Christian duty is 
wrong. There are many activities that are not wrong of themselves, 
but if they take us away from the Lord and His church, then they 
will cause us to be lost. Paul wrote, "No man that warreth 
entangleth himself with the affairs of this life; that he may please 
him who hath chosen him to be a soldier" (2 Timothy 2:4). Paul is 
simply saying that nothing in this life is to take us away from 
striving to please God. Jesus said, "But seek ye first the kingdom of 
God, and His righteousness " (Matthew 6:33). If anything else 
comes first, then it is wrong. 
 
Whatever corrupts my body is sinful. When one becomes the 
child of God, he/she seeks to do the will of God in all matters. Paul 
wrote, "I am crucified with Christ, nevertheless I live; yet not I, but 
Christ liveth in me " (Galatians 2:20). Paul realized that he was not 



to live a self-serving life. He was now a servant of Christ and he 
would seek to please Christ in everything. Jesus "died for all, that 
they which live should not henceforth live unto themselves, but unto 
him which died for them and rose again" (2 Corinthians 5:15). Paul 
wrote concerning our bodies, "What? Know ye not that your body 
is the temple of the Holy Spirit which is in you, which ye have from 
God, and ye are not your own? For ye are bought with a price: 
therefore, glorify God in your body, and in your spirit, which are 
God's" (1 Corinthians 6:19-20). 
 
Whatever corrupts my heart is sinful. Jesus said, "Blessed are 
the pure in heart: for they shall see God" (Matthew 5:8). Sin 
begins in the heart (James 1:14-15). "For out of the heart proceed 
evil thoughts, murders, adulteries, fornications, thefts, false 
witness, blasphemies" (Matthew 15:19). If we fill our hearts 
(minds) with filth, then it will be evidenced in our lives. But if we 
till our hearts with that which is pure, good, and holy, that also will 
be seen in our lives (cf. Philippians 4:8). 
 
The requirements of the Gospel are not there for the purpose of 
making the Christian life hard and difficult. The Lord does not 
require the Christian to sacrifice a single thing that is good for him. 
 
 If He is Wrong, What Does a Christian Miss? 

By Ancil Jenkins 
 
Doubt is a subtle demon. It creeps in at times of distress, pain, and 
fear. Doubting is not sinful; failing to act on doubts is. Honesty 
demands an examination and a resolution of doubts. As one 
examines doubts, his heart is comforted. Truth will silence doubts, 
or will show a different path that should be taken. But often the 
search for truth is a long one, and doubts must be endured until the 
answer is found. During that interim, how should one reason? Must 
he abandon his faith until study has removed the last question? Let 
me raise questions for consideration by those who may be 
wavering in their faith, plagued by doubts: As a Christian, even if 
the doubts are true, what have I missed through believing in God? 
Even if there is no God, no true Word, and no heaven, what does a 
Christian miss by living a righteous, faithful life? 
 
A Christian is far better off physically than an unbeliever. "Our 
bodies," says Paul, "are the temple of the Holy Spirit" (Romans 
12:1). A temple must be treated with respect and care. Proper diet, 
exercise, and preventive medicine should be a part of a Christian's 
life. He will not abuse his body with drugs and other harmful 
substances. He will avoid putting himself in situations that are evil 
and hurtful. Drunken driving, fights, and other law-breaking 
activities cannot threaten him physically. Why? Because they are 
not a part of his life! 

A Christian is better off materially because of his values. Basic 
honesty affects one's business. He does not seek illegal or unethical 
advantage. He is careful to do what is right in the eyes of 
everybody (Romans 12:17). People will want to do business with 
him because they know they will be treated fairly and truthfully. 
God's child is doubly blessed. He has enough for himself and 
enough to share with those who are in need (Ephesians 4:28). He 
enjoys the pleasure of having all he requires and the greater 
blessing of giving to help others. 
 
The Christian loses nothing socially by his commitment to 
Jesus Christ. Like Jesus, he should grow in favor with men (Luke 
2:52). He may not be liked for his faith and practice, but he will be 
respected for his dedication to what he believes. A man once 
remarked that he intended to go and hear a certain preacher. 
Someone asked him why since he did not believe as that preacher 
did. His response was, "Because he believes what he preaches and I 
like to hear people like that." 
 
Christian relationships are not corrupted by many of the 
practices of the world. Because he will be true to his marriage 
vows, the Christian will not know the attendant heartbreak of 
adultery or sexual perversions and a broken home. "Husbands, love 
your wives, as Christ also loved the church and gave himself for it 
husbands ought to love their own wives as their own bodies" 
(Ephesians 5:25, Ephesians 5:28). A stable marriage adds to life's 
pleasures and meaning. A Christian is also a good neighbor since 
he loves his neighbor as himself (Matthew 22:37-38). 
 
What about a Christian's emotional life? Emotional turmoil may 
cause the Christian to seek counsel. There is no shame in this. Yet, 
Christian counsel will bring insights that will provide help and 
recovery faster and in a more meaningful, permanent way than the 
counsel of non-Christian advisors. With God at the center, the child 
of God is not disturbed and plagued by many of the world's 
emotional ills. 
 
What does one lose by being a Christian? Nothing but negatives 
and problems! Even if there is no God, no heaven or hell, no 
biblical authority for moral values, the Christian's quality of life is 
still far better than that of the unbeliever. The really important 
question is not “What does the Christian lose if the unbeliever is 
right?”, but “What does the unbeliever lose if the Christian is 
right?” Even if somehow the unbeliever managed to gain the world, 
he would lose his own soul, and that is the greatest loss of all. 
                                   


