
  Reminders… 
Barnabas Group Meeting:  Tuesday, October 25. 

Evangelism Meeting:  Thursday, October 27 at 7:00 p.m. at 
McKnight home. 

 
Read through the Bible in 2016! 

 (Submitted by Mike McKnight) 
Suggested chapters to read so that we might read through the entire 
Bible during 2016!   This week’s “schedule”: 

•   Day 291 - John 6  Monday 
•   Day 292 - Matthew 15; Mark 7  Tuesday 
•   Day 293 - Matthew 16; Mark 8; Luke 9:18-27  Wednesday 
•   Day 294 - Matthew 17; Mark 9; Luke 9:28-62  Thursday 
•   Day 295 - Matthew 18  Friday 
•   Day 296 - John 7-8  Saturday 
•   Day 297 - John 9:1-41; John 10:1-21  Sunday 

 
October Birthdays 

3  Betty Heitmeyer 25  Christina Bruni 28  Allan Brown 
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The Handprint 
By Roy A. Crutcher 

 
Text: Mark 10:13-16  People were bringing little children to Jesus to 
have him touch them, but the disciples rebuked them. When Jesus 
saw this, he was indignant. He said to them, "Let the little children 
come to me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of God belongs 
to such as these. I tell you the truth, anyone who will not receive the 
kingdom of God like a little child will never enter it." And he took 
the children in his arms, put his hands on them and blessed them. 
 
Recently a friend wrote the following statement relative to her five 
year old little boy: “Cleaning today getting ready for family to come 
for the holidays I saw a dirty little handprint next to the light switch. 
I almost wiped it away, but something stopped me quickly. I realized 
how precious that little handprint is, it shows that my little boy is 
alive and healthy in this home. I thought how badly I'd miss that little 
hand if it were suddenly taken from me. Guess what? For this season 
there's a little handprint stain on my wall. I love it there. My house 
may not be spic and span but that's because a family lives here and 
we may be too busy hugging, laughing or sometimes arguing, to 
always sweep or mop. But on my death bed, I bet I don't say, ‘man, 
I should've cleaned more’."  Wow, what a statement of love, and 
concern, for little children.  
 
We live in an age where we see a lot of unruly children. Sadly, many 
of them have grown into their teen years and are even more unruly. 
What’s more, many of them will grow into adulthood with an even 
more, unruly lifestyle. But, you know what? It doesn’t have to be 
that way if we give them the proper love and understanding they 
need when they are young. Proverbs 22:6 tells us that we should train 
a child in the way he should go, and when he is old he will not turn 
from it. 
 
If we truly love and nurture our children; if we teach them the ways 
of the Lord; if we show patience and yet instill discipline, when they 



are still small, they will, likely, grow up to be individuals that we can 
be proud of and that will please God. 
 
Anyway, the manner with which my friend handled the “hand 
smudge” problem, prompted me to take pen in hand and write the 
following poem. 
 

The Handprint 
 By Roy Allen Crutcher 

 
 Today I found a hand print, 
 That I started to wipe away, 

 But something said “don’t do it” 
 You’ll be happy you didn’t some day. 

 
 That dirty little hand print, 

 Looks so bad there on the wall, 
 But what if there were no little child, 

 To put it there, at all! 
 

 Children are so precious, 
 We love them all so much, 

 So why get upset, 
 When we see a smudgy touch? 

 
 So innocently was it put there, 
 As they went about their play, 
 Able to run, and jump and yell, 

 And all the other stuff they can do today. 
 

 Tomorrow holds no promise, 
 For what a child can do, 
 Or even if he’ll be here, 
 This is a fact that’s true. 

 
 So cherish the child each day, 

 Hold them close and hug, 
 Tell them that you love them, 

 And cherish that hand print smudge. 
 

 
 

Hymn: Jesus loves the little children 
Prayer:  It is my prayer, this day, that we will encourage parents to 

be godly parents who will set the proper example, before their 
children, and continually instruct them in the ways of our Lord.   

In Jesus’ name.  Amen. 
 

Salvation Is in the Church 
By Foy E. Wallace, Jr. 

 
The idea that one is first saved by some mystical or mystified, 
unintelligible or intangible process, and afterwards “joins some 
church” is a common religious delusion. Yet, there is no truth more 
plainly emphasized in the Bible than the fact that the process of being 
saved is the process of entering the church (Acts 2:47). 
 
1. It is affirmed in Acts 4:12 that salvation is in Christ. Then, to have 
salvation, one must get into Christ. But Paul, by analogy, in 
Ephesians 5:30, teaches that as husband and wife are one, so Christ 
and the church are one. “I speak concerning Christ and the church,” 
he said. Christ and the church being one, how can one be in Christ 
and out of the church? 
 
2. Paul makes the fact that Christ is “the savior of the body” (5:23) 
the ground of his exhortation to the Ephesians concerning the church 
as the bride of Christ (5:25). He washed it and sanctified it, cleansed 
and saved it, purchased it with His blood and redeemed it, reconciles 
us to God in it, and adds all the saved to it. Therefore, out of the 
church there is no cleansing, no blood, no redemption, no 
reconciliation to God, no salvation. 
 
3. The relation between Christ and the church is the same as that 
which exists between God and Christ. Christ is the “fullness” of God 
(Col. 1:19), and the church is the “fullness” of Christ (Eph. 1:22). 
Therefore, no man can come to Christ and ignore the church for the 
same reason that no man can come to God and ignore Christ. 
 
We exhort the unsaved to come to Christ, “gladly receive the word,” 
be “baptized into Christ,” and the Lord will add you to His church. 


