
  Reminders… 
Ladies Bible Class:  Today at 4:00 at McKnight home 

Barnabas Group Meeting:  Tuesday, October 25. 
 

Read through the Bible in 2016! 
 (Submitted by Mike McKnight) 

Suggested chapters to read so that we might read through the entire 
Bible during 2016!   This week’s “schedule”: 

•   Day 284 - Matthew 8:1-13; Luke 7  Monday 
•   Day 285 - Matthew 11   Tuesday 
•   Day 286 - Matthew 12:22-50; Luke 11  Wednesday 
•   Day 287 - Matthew 13; Luke 8  Thursday 
•   Day 288 - Matthew 8:14-34; Mark 4-5  Friday 
•   Day 289 - Matthew 9-10  Saturday 
•   Day 290 - Matthew 14; Mark 6; Luke 9:1-17  Sunday 
 

 
October Birthdays 

3  Betty Heitmeyer 25  Christina Bruni 28  Allan Brown 
 

 
 
Regular Meeting Times  Church of Christ 
    81-377 Ave 46 
Sunday…………9:45 a.m.  Indio, CA  92201  
Sunday…..........10:45 a.m.  (760) 342-1859 
Sunday………....6:00 p.m.  
Wednesday…….7:00 p.m.  
 
 
   
                      
         
 

 
 

 
 
 

             Preacher: 
      Mike McKnight 
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Like a Persecuted Church 
By Steve Higginbotham 

  
Imagine it’s Sunday morning. You and your family put on jeans and 
t-shirts and get ready to go to the mountains. You carry with you a 
large picnic basket and your children carry with them a baseball and 
a couple gloves. You arrive at the mountains, pile out of the car and 
take about a two-mile trek on a trail that apparently leads to your 
picnic area. As you make your way along the trail, you keep a 
watchful eye to make sure that no one is following you. Finally, you 
arrive at a bend in the trail where you are greeted by two men who 
point to a hidden cave off the trail about a hundred yards away. The 
two men remain on the trail, keeping a vigilant watch. As you enter 
the cave, you are warmly greeted with embraces by several other 
families who have already arrived. The gloves and ball are put aside. 
The picnic basket is emptied, a false bottom removed, and four 
Bibles are distributed to your family. Lanterns are lit, and the group 
moves deeper into the cave. Meanwhile, the two men who were 
watching the path now make their way to the cave, cover the 
entrance with brush, and also join you in a deep recess in the cave. 
Everything is now ready. It’s now time for worship services to begin. 
 
While such a scenario seems so unlikely to ever become a reality for 
most of us reading this, it is what countless brothers and sisters in 
Christ have had to do in other times, and in other places in order to 
worship God without reprisal. 
 
Question: “If we were a member of a persecuted church, how would 
it change us?” 
 
Would worship become more meaningful to us, and less rote? Would 
the bonds of fellowship we have with those who share the same 
convictions about Jesus be strengthened and treasured more than 
they are treasured presently? Would our prayer life be stronger and 
more vital to our daily life? Would we be more willing to overlook 
personality differences and even conflicts with those who share our 



faith and who share the willingness to risk their lives? Would we be 
less likely to pick flaws with each other and more likely to search 
out ways to maintain peace? Would we be less critical about 
peripheral matters that really seem to bother us today? 
 
“Lord, help us behave more like a persecuted church!” 
 

They Really Needed That 
By Larry Pasley 

 
An elderly woman, who lived just a block from the church, never 
missed a Sunday service for most of her life. Each week, as she 
greeted the preacher after church, she would always say, “Preacher, 
that was a wonderful sermon. THEY really needed that!” 
 
One cold winter day, after a heavy snowfall with most of the town 
buried in deep drifts, she was the only one who showed up for 
church. The preacher decided that he would take advantage of the 
situation by preaching a sermon on the evils of being self-righteous 
and hypocritical. 
 
As she left the church, the woman greeted the preacher as usual and 
exclaimed, “Preacher, that was one of the best sermons you ever 
preached. It was really great. It’s too bad THEY weren’t here. THEY 
really needed to hear that!” 
 
Are we guilty of applying Bible teachings to others but not to 
ourselves? It is easy sometimes to fall into the trap of not seeing our 
own sins but seeing those of others.  
 
Matthew 7:1-5  "Judge not, that you be not judged. For with what 
judgment you judge, you will be judged; and with the measure you 
use, it will be measured back to you. And why do you look at the 
speck in your brother's eye, but do not consider the plank in your 
own eye? Or how can you say to your brother, 'Let me remove the 
speck from your eye'; and look, a plank is in your own 
eye? Hypocrite! First remove the plank from your own eye, and then 
you will see clearly to remove the speck from your brother's eye.”  
 
The Bible directs commands specific to individuals on how we are 
to act. Husbands/wives; slaves/masters; parents/children; 
saints/sinners; elders/deacons; etc.; the scriptures are intending for 
us to apply them to ourselves personally not to others. 

We only profit from the scriptures when we apply them personally. 
Hebrews 4:1-2  “Therefore, since a promise remains of entering His 
rest, let us fear lest any of you seem to have come short of it. For 
indeed the gospel was preached to us as well as to them; but the 
word which they heard did not profit them, not being mixed with faith 
in those who heard it.” 
 
May we all strive to take the scriptures personally and apply them to 
ourselves as God intended. 
 

Being a Part of Jesus’ “Framily” 
By Edd Sterchi 

 
I’m sure you’ve seen the commercials advertising a certain cell 
phone company’s “framily” plan. It boasts that you can add as many 
of your friends and family (thus the term “framily”) as you want to 
your plan. They make the claim: “the more people you add, the more 
you save.” 
 
Well, Jesus has an even better “framily” plan. He wants us to be a 
part of His “framily.” Because with Jesus, it’s not just being a friend 
or a family member – it is the benefits of both! 
 
Jesus wants us to be His friend. Friends are close, supportive, 
confidants whom we choose to be with. Jesus is willing to be our 
friend, no matter what’s in our past (Matthew 11:19; Proverbs 
18:24). 
 
Jesus wants us to be in His family. Families are a group of people 
united by something shared. There is a special bond and love in 
families. Jesus invites all to be a part of His household with all of the 
blessings (Romans 8:16-17; Hebrews 2:11- 12). 
 
Being a part of Jesus’ “framily” plan has the greatest of benefits – 
for the more He adds the more He saves! Are you a part of Jesus’ 
“framily”? Notice what it takes for us to be a friend and family 
member with Jesus: "You are My friends if you do whatever I 
command you” (John 15:14). “For whoever does the will of My 
Father in heaven is My brother and sister and mother.” (Matthew 
12:50).  


