
Please welcome… 
 
Preaching for us today is Anthony Johns.  Be sure to welcome him 
and thank him.  

Being Thankful 
 

“In everything give thanks; for this is God’s will for you in Christ 
Jesus”.  1 Thessalonians 5:18 
  
“Let us come before His presence with thanksgiving, let us shout 
joyfully to Him with psalms”.  Psalms 95:2 
 
“Whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord 
Jesus, giving thanks through Him to God the Father”.  
Colossians 3:17 
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THANKSGIVING TRADITION 

By Dan Flournoy  
 
Thanksgiving has long been an American tradition. We trace its 
history back to 1621 when governor William Bradford established 
a day of thanksgiving among the early settlers of the new world. In 
the early days of our great nation George Washington proclaimed a 
day of thanksgiving. In his proclamation, Washington reminded the 
citizens of the Divine care and protection they had enjoyed before 
and during the Revolutionary War. 
  
Later, during the Civil War, Abraham Lincoln made a similar 
proclamation that read in part: 
  

It has seemed to me fit and proper that God should be 
solemnly, reverently, and gratefully acknowledged, as with 
one heart and one voice, by the whole American people. I 
do therefore invite my fellow citizens in every part of 
the United States, and also those who are at sea and those 
who are sojourning in foreign lands, to set apart and 
observe the last Thursday of November as a day of 
Thanksgiving and praise to our beneficent Father 
who dwelleth in the heavens. 

  
Our forefathers enjoyed Thanksgiving as a time to re-count God's 
bountiful blessings.  It was a time for families to be together.                
It was a time to rejoice and enjoy the simple things of life. 
  
With the increase of affluence, many have become so self-
sufficient that they have lost the grace of gratitude.  Thanksgiving 
Day, for some, has degenerated into a day of feasting and 
football. It is merely an excuse to overindulge.  Like ancient Israel, 
some take life's blessings for granted and forget to acknowledge the 
blessed Giver.  God warned Israel about growing wealthy and 
forgetting that it was God "that giveth thee power to get wealth" 
(see Deut. 8:11-20). 



May we enjoy Thanksgiving Day with our loved ones.  
Let us pause to acknowledge our great God and give thanks for his 
blessings. Furthermore, may we remember to be thankful 
every day.  In the words of Inspiration: "Giving thanks always for 
all things in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to God, even the 
Father" (Ephesians 5:20). 
   

Thanksgiving and the Giving of Thanks 
By Gene Taylor 

 
Even though we do not observe Thanksgiving as a holy day or a 
religious holiday, it is a time when most Americans are thankful for 
the blessings they have received. 
 
Such an expression of gratitude is proper. But rather than 
expressing it just one day each year, we ought to be thankful every 
day. We receive blessings on a daily basis, therefore we should be 
thankful daily. In the model prayer of the Sermon on the Mount 
in Matthew 6:11, Jesus taught us to pray to God so that He might, 
"Give us this day our daily bread." 1 Timothy 4:3 states that God 
created foods which are "to be received with thanksgiving." Verse 
four continues the thought by saying, "For every creature of God is 
good, and nothing is to be refused if it is received with 
thanksgiving." 
 
Our thanksgiving should be directed to God for the blessings we 
have because He is the source of all good things. "Every good gift 
and every perfect gift is from above, and comes down from the 
Father of lights, with whom there is no variation or shadow of 
turning" (James 1:17). "God, who made the world and everything 
in it, since He is Lord of heaven and earth, does not dwell in 
temples made with hands. Nor is He worshiped with men's hands, 
as though He needed anything, since He gives to all life, breath, 
and all things" (Acts 17:24-25). Many of the people who will be 
thankful on Thanksgiving Day, will fail to be thankful to God. 
Since "all things" we receive are from God, we should thank Him 
for all things -- all the physical blessings and privileges we enjoy. 
 
After Jesus had cleansed ten lepers, only one of them thanked Him 
for it. Jesus asked, "Were there not ten cleansed? But where are the 
nine? Were there not any found who returned to give glory to God 
except this foreigner?" (Luke 17:17-18). Those who receive 
blessings from God, must be thankful to Him. 

Christians ought to be even more expressive and fervent in our 
expressions of thanksgiving to God because not only are we 
blessed with those material blessings that sustain physical life but 
also receive all spiritual blessings in Christ (Eph. 1:3) which 
sustain us spiritually and enable us to overcome sin and death in 
order to live eternally. 
 
Those spiritual blessings, if we are not receiving them now, are 
available to us if we will submit to the gospel for the salvation of 
our soul. There is no better way to show gratitude to God for that 
which He has graciously given to us than by living in submission to 
His will, loving, acknowledging, and thanking Him as obedient 
children. Thanksgiving Day, and every day, let us give thanks to 
God. 

Counting Our Blessings 
 
Be thankful for being chosen  “…we have obtained an 
inheritance, having been predestined according to His purpose 
who works all things after the counsel of His will.”   
(Ephesians 1:11) 
Be thankful for peace in the midst of storms  “And the peace of 
God, which surpasses all comprehension, will guard your hearts 
and your minds in Christ Jesus.  (Philippians 4:7) 
Be thankful that all things work together for good to those who 
love God  “And we know that God causes all things to work 
together for good to those who love God, to those who are called 
according to His purpose.  (Romans 8:28) 
Be thankful for the love that God has for us  “In this is love, not 
that we loved God, but that He loved us and sent His Son to be the 
propitiation for our sins.”   (1 John 4:10) 
Be thankful that God listens to us  “This is the confidence which 
we have before Him, that, if we ask anything according to His will, 
He hears us.”  (1 John 5:14) 
Be thankful that heaven is our true home  “For our citizenship 
is in heaven…”  (Philippians 3:20). 
Give thanks today!  When we are suffering, it may be difficult to 
be thankful; but God’s word gives us so much for which to be 
thankful.  Let’s count our blessings! 
 


