
  Upcoming Events… 
1 Corinthians Class:  Every Tuesday at 12:00 p.m. 

Ladies Bible Class:  Today at 4:00 p.m. 
Barnabas Group Meeting:  November 28 

 
FYI:  Jim, Maureen and Karen Nichols address and phone:   
1331 Cypress Point Drive, Banning, CA  92220; (951) 267-1511 

 
Interesting Quotes about Christianity 

 
“God never said that the journey would be easy, but He did say 
that the arrival would be worthwhile.”  - Max Lucado - 
 
“I’ve read the last page of the Bible.  It’s all going to turn out all 
right..”  - Billy Graham - 
 
“When we understand that life is a test, we realize that nothing 
is insignificant in our life.”   - Rick Warren - 
 

November Birthdays 
6   Ashley Tanner  10  Daniel Brown  

          21  Garroll White            27  Lupita Guzman 
 

November Anniversaries 
2  Shannon & Susan Hudson 

 
 
Regular Meeting Times  Church of Christ 
    81-377 Ave 46 
Sunday…………9:45 a.m.  Indio, CA  92201  
Sunday…..........10:45 a.m.  (760) 342-1859 
Sunday………....6:00 p.m.  
Wednesday…….7:00 p.m.  
 
 
   
                      
         
 

 
 
 
 
 

             Preacher: 
      Mike McKnight 
 
 
    (Address Service Requested)     
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Christian in Name Only 

By Brad Harrub 
 
One of the great misconceptions in the world today is the use of 
the term “Christian.” The term is regularly misused by people who 
follow man-made doctrines and still claim the name of Christ. The 
“Christian” community, or “Christendom,” is a group title that 
applies to just about anyone who believes in Jesus, prays, or maybe 
attends worship sometimes. We see athletes, musicians, and other 
celebrities claim to be Christian with a cross around their neck, but 
their actions don’t back it up. We see false teachers leading 
millions astray under the name of Christian, and that’s a problem. 
 
Having said all of that, I believe we do a really good job of 
recognizing those misuses of the term and pointing them out. Refer 
to a false denominational teacher as “Christian” and you’ll likely 
have someone remind you that they aren’t really a Christian. Why? 
Because the definition of Christian comes from where we get all 
of our beliefs – the Bible. The New Testament outlined the 
distinguishing marks of a Christian, and we don’t have the 
authority to change or bend it to man’s misunderstandings. 
However, as always we must remember not to simply use the Bible 
to teach against something, but to use the same Scriptures to teach 
what we are for as well. Sure, the meaning of Christian that we 
take from the New Testament includes following the steps of 
salvation all the way into the waters of baptism and out into 
newness of life, and a true Christian worships God in Spirit and 
Truth just as the Word prescribes, but that can’t be where we stop. 
We can’t be satisfied with calling ourselves Christians because of 
two or three doctrines that separate us, or because we go to a 
church with the right name on the door, or because we pray 
sometimes, or because we read the Bible every now and then… 
you get the point. 



Instead of letting the world today define what a Christian is with a 
lowest common denominator type of definition, let’s strive for the 
excellence of faith shown in the New Testament. A true 
Christian… 
 

•   Is wholly committed to Christ. The call Jesus gives us is 
one to come and take up our crosses every single day (Luke 
9:23). This isn’t a call to enjoy eternal insurance while we 
carry on with the same lives we lived before or would live 
if we weren’t Christians. This is a call to die to self, to be 
willing to put anything and everything behind the cause of 
Christ as Paul did in Philippians 3:8-10. Just as it is wrong 
to call someone Christian when they teach false doctrine, 
so it is wrong to call someone a Christian when they don’t 
submit to Christ. 
 

•   Is dedicated to sowing the seed. This is a tough one. It’s 
not easy to go out and evangelize, as it can be one of the 
most intimidating things we ever do. However, it’s clear 
that Jesus wants His disciples to spread His teachings 
everywhere they go (Matthew 28:18-20, Mark 16:15-
16, Acts 1:8). If we really believe what He taught about hell 
and those who disbelieve, we’ll be all the more urgent to 
get out there and let people know what He has for them to 
hear. As with the parable of the sower we can’t guarantee 
how people will react, but that’s not our job. We’re here to 
point people to Him and let them make the decision. 

 
•   Is an example of Christ’s selfless love – Jesus Himself 

said that the distinguishing mark of His followers would be 
their love. We can never emulate His love perfectly, but He 
has set the standard for which we should strive. His love 
took Him out of heaven, down to earth, and onto the cross, 
all because we are sinners. He calls us not to simply love 
those who love us, but those who are our enemies as well. 
He set the example for us in this, as well. Every last one of 
us has sinned, which means we have all committed 
rebellion against God by turning from His holy standard. 
And yet Jesus loved us enough to die for us (Romans 5:8). 

It’s not our love for our families and friends that separates 
us as examples of Jesus Christ (Matthew 5:46). It’s our love 
for those we otherwise dislike, don’t understand, or don’t 
get along with that lets Him shine through us as a light to 
the world. Rather than looking at people as annoying, 
frustrating, or even as “too sinful” as the Pharisees did and 
as we can sometimes do with an increasingly-depraved 
world, it’s up to us to see them as He sees them – souls 
whom God loves and wants to see in heaven. 

  
It’s time to take back the word Christian, and it’s time to show the 
world what we’re for rather than simply what we’re against. We’ll 
never establish the true definition of what a Christian should be if 
we’re always fighting and refuting the wrong definitions. Instead, 
let’s fight for ALL that a Christian is and be examples of it to the 
best of our ability, knowing His Spirit works in us and His grace is 
sufficient for our shortcomings. 
  

Imitating Jesus…The Bible says… 
 
“For you have been called for this purpose, since Christ also 
suffered for you, leaving you an example for you to follow in His 
steps…”  1 Peter 2:21 
 
“Do nothing from selfishness or empty conceit, but with humility 
of mind regard one another as more important than yourselves; do 
not merely look out for your own personal interests, but also for 
the interests of others. Have this attitude in yourselves which was 
also in Christ Jesus…”  Philippians 2:3-5 
 
"A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another, 
even as I have loved you, that you also love one another.”  John 
13:34 
 
“…the one who says he abides in Him ought himself to walk in the 
same manner as He walked.”  1 John 2:6 
 
“Be kind to one another, tender-hearted, forgiving each other, just 
as God in Christ also has forgiven you.”  Ephesians 4:32 
 


