
Take Your Children 
 
The Bible admonishes believers to “train up a child in the way he 
should go, and when he is old he will not depart from it”. A new 
nationwide survey provides some statistical support for Proverbs 
22:6, a verse often quoted by Christian parents and educators.  
According to the latest report by the Barna Research Group (BRG), 
adults who attended church regularly as a child are three times as 
likely to be churchgoers as adults than are peers who avoided 
church during childhood. They are also much more likely than their 
“unchurched” peers to be involved in church-based and personal 
spiritual activities.  
The BRG survey of 1,003 adults found that roughly 71 percent of 
those interviewed had regularly attended church as youngsters. 
Sixty-one percent of those who attended church as a youngster still 
attend regularly, while 78 percent of those who were not 
churchgoers as children remain absent from churches.  
Overall, 63 percent of adults who attended church as children now 
take their own children. In contrast, only 33 percent of adults who 
were not “churched” bring their own children to a house of 
worship.  
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Remember the Children 

 
If Eli Could Speak to Parents 

By Ferman Carpenter  
First Samuel tells us of the life of Eli. He was the high priest of 
Israel. He loved God and was very sensitive to His word. 
 
During his time, spiritual conditions were not good. People mocked 
God and lived immoral lives. Tragically, Eli’s sons became 
ungodly. They were disrespectful to God in their worship and 
immoral in their conduct (1 Samuel 2:12–25). 
 
For whatever reason, Eli failed to restrain and discipline his sons (1 
Samuel 2:12–17, 29). Because of this lack of restraint, his children 
became careless and undisciplined, and they died as ungodly men. 
 
We live in a very busy world. Many parents are so busy that they 
also fail to restrain their children. Thus many children have grown 
up to disrespect God in their worship and in the way they live. 
 
If Eli were here today, in hindsight he might tell parents: 
 
“Dedicate Yourself to God.”  
Our dedication must come from within and not consist of just a few 
“noticeable” acts.  Whether at home, work, or play, we should live 
like a child of God.  Joshua knew his family could tell if his life 
was a fake.  Therefore his faith was seen in his daily living: “As for 
me and my house, we will serve the Lord” (Joshua 24:15). 
 
“Give Your Family the Attention They Deserve and Need.”  
Helping our family see the joys of Christian living should be a 
supreme objective. Many good people fail to give children the 
spiritual nourishment they need. God instructed parents to “bring” 
their children up, not “send” them up (Ephesians 6:4). 
 
 



“Restraint Is Necessary to Please God.”  
Eli knew his sons were wrong and did nothing about it. Many 
homes today have this problem. Some parents listen more to some 
“noted psychiatrist” than to God. God’s truth never changes (John 
17:17; Malachi 3:6). Current fads may seem better, but what if the 
“expert” is wrong? Solomon said, “There is a way which seemeth 
right unto a man, but the end thereof are the ways of death” 
(Proverbs 14:12). Therefore parents take heed when God says, 
“Chasten thy son while there is hope, and let not thy soul spare for 
his crying.” “The rod and reproof give wisdom: but a child left to 
himself bringeth his mother to shame.” “No chastening for the 
present seemeth to be joyous, but grievous: nevertheless afterward 
it yieldeth the peaceable fruit of righteousness” (Proverbs 19:18; 
29:15; Hebrews 12:11).  
“You Will Pay the Price if You Fail.”  
God tells us: “The way of transgressors is hard” and, “The wages 
of sin is death” (Proverbs 13:15; Romans 6:23). Eli’s sons lived 
and died in rebellion to God. Their lives brought them misery and 
Eli heartache. The same destiny is true for everyone who fails to 
heed God’s way. The price we pay will be here and in eternity.  
Eli cannot speak to us today, but through the Bible, God still does 
(Psalm 119:160; 1 Timothy 4:16). We only have one opportunity to 
raise our children right. Let’s do it God’s way.   

 “Chasten . . . while there is hope”  
Proverbs 19:18 

 
Start Early…Do More 

By Mike Mayes 
 
A neurologist at the Children’s Hospital of Michigan has done 
research that reveals the great capacity of growing human brains to 
absorb information. 
 
He discovered that by age 2, the infant’s cortex is operating at adult 
levels. At age 4, that child’s brain is twice as active as the adult 
brain and continues at that rate until 10, when it begins to slow 
down. By 16, it has slacked off to the pace at which it continues 
through adulthood. 
 
God’s wisdom is seen in His stressing the importance of instilling 
in children the truths of His Word at an early age (Proverbs 22:6; 

Deuteronomy 6:4–7). By exposing them to a large quantity of Bible 
teaching in their early years, we can be instrumental in program-
ming their “mental computers” so that they know the mind of God 
and think as He does. 
 
As they reach adulthood, they can then choose to have good, honest 
hearts that will make them followers of the Lord (Luke 8:15).  
 

Consider the Children 
By Carroll Sites 

 
Children are precious. The Psalmist wrote, “Lo, children are an 
heritage of the LORD: and the fruit of the womb is his reward” 
(Psalm 127:3). Children are brought into this world through no 
decision of their own. Yet many are abused, used as pawns, 
neglected, denied, and betrayed. Dr. R. F. Hertz, a British author 
and psychologist, engaged in a research project of wide interest. He 
asked almost 100,000 children, between 8 and 14 and from all 
walks of life in 24 countries, to make a list of ten rules of 
BEHAVIOR OF PARENTS. Here is the list the majority of 
children voted for: 

• Do	  not	  quarrel	  in	  front	  of	  your	  children.	  
• Treat	  all	  your	  children	  with	  equal	  affection.	  
• Never	  lie	  to	  a	  child.	  
• There	  must	  be	  mutual	  tolerance	  between	  parents.	  
• There	  should	  be	  comradeship	  between	  parents	  and	  

children.	  
• Treat	  your	  children’s	  friends	  as	  welcome	  visitors	  in	  the	  

house.	  
• Always	  answer	  children’s	  questions.	  
• Don’t	  blame	  or	  punish	  your	  children	  in	  the	  presence	  of	  

children	  from	  next	  door.	  
• 	  Concentrate	  on	  your	  child’s	  good	  points.	  Do	  not	  

overemphasize	  his	  failings.	  
• Be	  constant	  in	  your	  affection	  and	  your	  mood.	  

 
This list should cause parents to stop, look, and listen. Read it 
carefully, thoughtfully, and with self-inspection of your home. 
How are the children being treated in YOUR home? They are 
precious. They deserve the best. God give this advice,  

 
“And, ye fathers, provoke not your children to wrath: but bring 

them up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord”  
Ephesians 6:4 


