
Upcoming Events 
 

Wednesday evening Bible study  
7:00 P.M. 

 

Meet Up Open Bible Study:   
For study subject and location:  see church website 

 

Memory Verse Class 
This afternoon at 2:30 p.m. 

 
 

 

Thanks to our Speaker Today 
Alexis Brown 

 
 

 

March Birthdays 
8  Drina Zamarripa.    18  Buddy Cashion 

28 Sandra Jones 30  Barrett Hoffman 

 

March Anniversaries 
6  Harold & Dortha Gentry 

 

 

 
Regular Meeting Times  Church of Christ 
    81-377 Ave 46 
Sunday…………9:45 a.m.  Indio, CA  92201  
Sunday…..........10:45 a.m.  (760) 342-1859 
Sunday………....6:00 p.m.  
Wednesday…….7:00 p.m.  
 
 
   
                      
         
 

 
 
 
 
 

             Preacher: 
            (Vacant) 
 
 
    (Address Service Requested)   
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Special Note 

Critchfield Visit 
 

Jack Critchfield and his wife, Noemi, will be coming for their visit 

on March 21.  They will be here for about five days.  We will be 

considering brother Critchfield as a possible full-time preacher for 

the church here.  During their visit, brother Critchfield will preach 

at least once and teach at least one class period. All members 

should make every effort to be at those services to ensure the best 

evaluation we can make regarding our decision.  Because of the 

pandemic situation, brother Jack and sister Noemi are scheduled to 

meet with each member or families in small groups to become 

acquainted.  The bulletin for each of the next two weeks will also 

have recent articles written by brother Critchfield on his current 

blog site, biblethoughts.blog.   

 

 

“The Christian Life: Sacrifice and Progress” 
By Richard Thetford 

 

The Christian life is a life of sacrifice and progress. Jesus showed 

us what sacrifice really was when he went to the cruel cross and 

gave His life in order that each one of us might have forgiveness 

of sins through obedience in Him. His sacrifice paved the way of 

eternal salvation to all those who obey Him (Hebrews 5:9). What 

Jesus asks of us in return for His sacrifice is that we sacrifice our 

life to do His will and continue to progress along the way. 

 

Our Sacrifice 

The apostle Paul wrote in Romans 12:1-2: “I beseech you 

therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that you present your 

bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your 



reasonable service. And do not be conformed to this world, but be 

transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove 

what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God.” The 

word “sacrifice” does not mean that which may be convenient for 

us to do. When we truly sacrifice for the Lord, we are putting Him 

first (Matthew 6:33; Colossians 3:2) in our life and all the material 

pleasures, wants, and even our own self-will second. When we 

really do that, then we are making sacrifices for the Lord. Many 

things are included in our sacrifice for the Lord. One of the areas 

in which we are expected to sacrifice for Him is in our giving. We 

should give to the Lord’s cause our money to the extent of sacrifice 

- not that which is convenient or left over. We should also be 

willing to work in Christ’s vineyard to the extent of sacrifice - not 

ONLY when everything else that we must do gets done first. That 

is usually why there is not a lot of work (physically and spiritually) 

getting done for the cause of Christ. We are not sacrificing our time 

to ensure first things are taken care of first! 

 

Our bodies are also to be offered as a sacrifice to the Lord. I ask 

you to read those two verses again. Notice that our bodies are to 

be sacrificed to God as being holy and acceptable. Anything that 

we are doing with our body that is not considered holy and 

acceptable to God is sinful and we are not making sacrifice for 

Him. Paul says this is our reasonable service, meaning it should be 

a voluntary service because we love God to the extent that we 

WANT to do EVERYTHING that is pleasing to Him. Our lives 

should be lived (sacrificed) so that others can see in us that we are 

proving those things which are only good and acceptable in the 

eyes of God. Can that be said of each one of us? Are we really 

living for God and not ourselves or someone else? We sacrifice to 

God because of His mercies toward us. Brethren, it is 

our “reasonable service!” 

 

Our Progress 

We live in an age of progress. We see progress in education, travel, 

and farming. Progress is God’s order. Plants and trees grow, and 

all nature rises higher. God has always expected man to progress 

in life. But what about the Christian? We are not talking about a 

progress to a higher life socially and financially. In fact, this kind 

of progress for an individual is often an impediment (Matthew 

6:25). We are not talking about progress intellectually only 

because the devil is wise, but not good. Even Solomon’s wisdom 

did not keep him from sin. The Christian’s progress should be a 

progress in faith, love, and devotion to God. Paul wrote in 1 

Corinthians 15:58: “Therefore, my beloved brethren, be steadfast, 

immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing 

that your labor is not in vain in the Lord.” We should always strive 

to grow in the Lord. Let us run the race so that we might obtain the 

crown of life (1 Corinthians 9:24), pressing toward the mark 

(Philippians 3:13-14). 

 

I would encourage all of us to look at our life and make sure that 

we are really sacrificing and progressing in the Lord’s work. If we 

are not, then make the necessary changes that will “prove what is 

that good and acceptable and perfect will of God.” 

 

Live or Die? 
By Steve Higginbotham 

 

In times past, it was much more difficult to be a Christian than it 

is today, well, at least in the United States. In times past, and even 

today but in different nations, being a follower of Jesus could cost 

you your life. But for those of us living in the United States, 

Christianity comes easy. Because we live in such a permissive and 

pluralistic society, no one really cares what we believe and 

practice. It's all good. 

 

Consequently, we find it easy to answer such hypothetical 

questions such as, "would you be willing to die for the Lord?" We 

can quickly respond by saying, as did Peter, "Sure, I'd die for the 

Lord." However, because we probably will never be asked to do 

such a thing, it's easy for us to say. So, let me challenge us with 

this thought... 

 

If we can say that we’d be willing to die for Jesus, that's wonderful. 

But until we’re called upon to do so, would we at least be willing 

to live for Him? Give it some thought. 


