
  Upcoming Events… 
Business Meeting:  next Sunday, March 12 at 4:00 p.m.  

Daylight Savings Time:  next Sunday, March 12; change clocks 
one hour later (remember to “spring forward”) 

1 Corinthians Class:  Every Tuesday at 12:00 p.m. 
Barnabas Group Meeting:  February 28 

 
 

The “Answer”! 
 
“The conclusion, when all has been heard, is: fear God and keep 
His commandments…”  Ecclesiastes 12:13 

 
“Trust in the Lord with all your heart and do not lean on your own 
understanding.”  Proverbs 3:5 

 
March Birthdays 

2  Gonzalo Medina 4  Joseph McKnight 8  Drina Zamarripa 
9  Jessica Aguiar 18  Buddy Cashion 30  Barrett Hoffman 

 
March Anniversaries 
6  Harold & Dortha Gentry 

 
 
Regular Meeting Times  Church of Christ 
    81-377 Ave 46 
Sunday…………9:45 a.m.  Indio, CA  92201  
Sunday…..........10:45 a.m.  (760) 342-1859 
Sunday………....6:00 p.m.  
Wednesday…….7:00 p.m.  
 
 
   
                      
         
 

 
 
 
 
 

             Preacher: 
      Mike McKnight 
 
 
    (Address Service Requested)     
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Integrity 

By A. Jay Kelly 
 
“His wife said to him, ‘Are you still holding on to your integrity? 
Curse God and die!’ He replied, ‘You are talking like a foolish 
woman. Shall we accept good from God, and not trouble?’ In all 
this, Job did not sin in what he said.” Job 2:9-10   Lynn Anderson 
had a hit with a song called “I Never Promised You a Rose Garden” 
many years ago.  In the song, a wife was reminding her husband that 
not everything goes right all the time and that relationship had to be 
able to weather the storms as well as the good times.  There is an 
Arab proverb that sums up that feeling quite well.  It says, “All 
sunshine makes a desert.”  That would seem to sum up what Job told 
his wife as well.   
 
We need to understand that Job was far from perfect and his wife 
was probably not as evil as we make her out to be from this verse.  
How many times have we had the same reaction as Job’s wife to our 
problems?  How many times have we wanted to give up? How many 
times have we told ourselves or others that this is just too hard?  How 
many times has Satan tempted us to quit trying?  Some of us have 
given in from time to time and Satan is using that failure to incite us 
to give up again.   
 
We need to be like Job.  No, he was not the paragon of virtuous 
understanding we sometimes think him to be.  He failed to 
understand all the reasons for God’s allowance to Satan, but so do 
we.  Is there really anyone reading this who claims to understand all 
of why God does what he does?   We don’t need to always 
understand, just believe.  We can understand it later.  We’ll have all 
eternity. 
 



Giving Thanks 
By Charlie Thomason  

“…in everything give thanks; for this is God’s will for you in Christ 
Jesus.”  1 Thessalonians 5:18 
 
How can we improve our attitude of gratitude?  I recently heard Bob 
Russell give this illustration:  "I could change your attitude from 
ungrateful to extremely grateful in just 24 hours without ever really 
changing your circumstances.  Here's how I'd do it." 
 
"First," says Russell, "I'd have a lawyer call you and say you were 
being sued for everything you have.  Then I'd have your doctor call 
and say that he had been reviewing your X-rays from your last visit, 
and you have a terminal illness.  I'd have a friend call and tell you 
that four of your closest friends had passed away within a few days 
time.  Then I'd have a preacher whom you highly respect call and tell 
you that the Bible is a hoax and that there is absolutely no hope of 
eternal life." 
 
"Then," Russell adds, "24 hours later I would call you and tell you 
that none of those things were true.  And after the shock wore off 
(and after you punched me out!) you would be ecstatic about your 
current circumstances." 
 
When life seems difficult, we still have so much we should be 
grateful for. 

 
Revelation…a Review and a Reminder… 

Encouragement! 
 
Jesus knows the situation of the Christians to whom John is to write 
in the book of Revelation; their faith is, or may be, in jeopardy; God 
is going to do everything He can to help encourage them to remain 
faithful.  As we all know, throughout history, from the fall of Adam 
and Eve, to the present, God has used every means possible to get 
mankind to remain faithful to Him.  He gave everyone the freedom 
to choose whether we will serve Him, worship Him, and ultimately 
to be with Him in heaven, or whether we will serve satan, and go to 
destruction. 
 
Just as those of “old” reminded all of God’s faithfulness (He never 
changes; He always does what He says; everyone can always count 
on that).  God is merciful and provides the grace all need.  He is a 

jealous God; He doesn’t want to give up on His people (part of the 
message repeated over and over by the prophets i.e. “how can I give 
you up?”), but all must repent (change direction) if we are to be His 
people (Acts 17:30).  God has also always reminded His people that 
our “part” is to remain faithful (“saved by grace, through faith”).  
But we all have a free will to do so or not. 
 
The prophets (Daniel 2:44) announced the future kingdom (and the 
specific time of its establishment); their primary message was about 
the coming Messiah, redemption, salvation, forgiveness and a 
kingdom.  We are told that God’s plan, from eternity, is now 
complete in Christ (Ephesians 3:11).  Paul taught that the “Law was 
a schoolmaster to bring us to Christ” (Galatians 3:24).  Jesus, 
Himself stated in Matthew 16:18, “I will build my church…”; Jesus 
says in John 17:4, in His prayer to God, that He “accomplished the 
work Thou has given Me to do”.  Hebrews tells of the completion of 
this plan:  Hebrews 12: 22-24, “…you have come to…the church of 
the firstborn…and to Jesus…” 
 
The Christians, to whom the book of Revelation was written, have 
been brought to a most significant point in time:  all things had been 
summed up in Christ; the gospel had been preached in the whole 
world, the kingdom had now been established with Christ as King of 
kings and Lord of lords.   
 
There is a review and a reminder in The Revelation of Jesus Christ:  
John will write down “things which he has seen, things which are, 
and the things which shall take place after these things” (Revelation 
1:19); he will remind all of the past including God’s repeated efforts 
to warn to obtain repentance. He will also tell the readers about their 
current situation (the severe persecution they had/were 
experiencing…it was part of the plan to demonstrate the 
indestructibility of the kingdom - Daniel 2:44).  Recall that in 
Matthew 24:22, “Unless those days had been cut short, no life would 
have been saved; but for the sake of the elect those days will be cut 
short.”; God will ensure that; He is all-powerful.  So be faithful! 
You are His People, the elect, spiritual Israel.  John, in Revelation, 
will tell Christians what to expect even for a while after this 
persecution (i.e. more of God’s people will be physically killed; but 
He is in control; He is the All-powerful; John will tell them about 
the fate of those who were faithful even unto death; they are around 
God’s throne.)  So…do the same, “Be faithful until death…” 
Revelation 2:10. 


