
Quotations about Integrity & Perseverance 
 
“There are men and women who make the world better just by 
being the kind of people they are. They have the gift of kindness 
or courage or loyalty or integrity. It really matters very little 
whether they are behind the wheel of a truck or running a 
business or bringing up a family. They teach the truth by living 
it.”  -James A. Garfield, 20th U.S. President - 
 
“Nobody trips over mountains. It is the small pebble that causes 
us to stumble. Pass all the pebbles in our path and we will find we 
have crossed the mountain.”  - Author Unknown - 
 

Reminder 
Ladies’ Class today at 4:00 p.m. at Peggy’s home; Peggy will be 
the teacher. 

June Birthdays 
  8  Wanda Deaver         12  Celina Perales    23  Agripina Carrillo 
  9  Debbie Pescador      20  Mike Bruni 
 

June Anniversaries 
 5  Kurt & Debbie Hoffman    11  Marcos & Celina Perales 
 

 (Note:  if anyone is “missed” here, let Jim know) 
 
 
Regular Meeting Times  Church of Christ 
    81-377 Ave 46 
Sunday…………9:45 a.m.  Indio, CA  92201  
Sunday…..........10:45 a.m.  (760) 342-1859 
Sunday………....6:00 p.m.  
Wednesday…….7:00 p.m.  
 
 
   
                      
         
 

 
 

 
 
 

             Preacher 
         Carlos Peňa 
 
 
    (Address Service Requested)    
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Are You Down in the Pits? 
By Don Williams 

The Lincoln Light, Huntsville, Alabama 
 
“And it came to pass, when Joseph was come unto his brethren, 
that they stripped Joseph out of his coat, his coat of many colors 
that was on him, and they took him, and cast him into a pit: and the 
pit was empty, there was no water in it” (Genesis 37:23-24). 
 
Have you ever felt like Joseph must have felt on this occasion? 
Forsaken by those who loved you—having that which was precious 
to you taken away (his freedom and his coat)? Their 
original thought was to kill him, but eventually they chose to get 
rid of him by selling him to Ishmaelite traders. They thought they 
were through with Joseph, but God intervened. 
  
Trials in life make us bitter or better. Problems can either be 
opportunities to strive to do the right thing, or they can be obstacles 
that cause us to shrink back and not do what we can to fix 
the problem. 
  
A friend once called me with a personal problem. His words were, 
“I’m about at the end of my rope—I do not know where to turn.” 
He was down in the pits, but instead of withdrawing and giving up, 
he asked for help. He surrounded himself with resources 
(his friends) who could give him counsel and insight into how he 
could get out of the pits. Today he is much better because 
he allowed the “bumps” in his road to lift him up to a higher plane 
of living. 
  



Joseph no longer had his family, but he had the greatest friend man 
ever had—his God (Romans 8:31). His days of despair were not 
over. He ended up in the pit (prison) again because he maintained 
his integrity and his accountability to God. “How then can I do this 
great wickedness, and sin against God?” (Genesis 39:9). Even 
in prison, God was watching over him and blessed him (Genesis 
39:21-23). In the end, God made Joseph the second in command of 
the pagan nation of Egypt. Joseph was reunited with his people, 
and ultimately (providentially) his family became the nation of 
Israel that inherited the promised land. 
  
God has promised us that He will not forsake us (Hebrews 13:5-6). 
Even when we must travel through the valley of death, He 
has promised to stay with us (Psalm 23:4). 
  
May we look for the help He makes available to us, and may we 
strive to use the problems of life as stepping-stones to 
greater service and as opportunities to grow and to become better, 
stronger children of God.  
 

Fer Enuf 
 
In the book Eating Problems for Breakfast, Tim Hansel tells of a 
conversation he had with an old wilderness scout: 
 
Late one afternoon as the blue western sky was beginning to fade 
into oranges and grays, he got to talking about the different 
experiences of people on his trips who became lost in the 
wilderness. “I’ve had lots of people get lost up here,” he said. 
 
I responded, “That’s probably because they don’t really understand 
a map and compass all that well. Right?”  “Nope,” he said. 
 
“Well, it’s probably because they are city folk and don’t know east 
from west,” I said.  “Nope,” he said. 
 
“Then, it’s because they don’t understand the terrain,” I said.  
“Nope,” he said. 
 

I must have asked him at least a dozen more questions to which I 
kept getting the same answer, “Nope.” My curiosity finally won 
out, and I said, “Well, then, how come they get lost all the time?” 
 
“It’s ’cause they don’t go fer enuf!” he said. “I tell them to go five 
miles, and they go about three-fourths of a mile and start turning 
left and right and end up all over the place.” 
 
How many times do we start things and don’t finish them? One 
author said, “Courage is the desire to begin something, but 
perseverance is the desire to continue.” 
 
Paul said, “I press toward the mark for the prize of the high 
calling of God in Christ Jesus” (Philippians 3:14). As we live our 
life for God, be sure to “Go fer enuf!” 
 

The Christian Marathon 
By Dan Winkler, 

via KneEmail, Mike Benson, editor 
  
In 490 B.C., the Persians landed at a place called Marathon with 
the hope of capturing Athens. 
  
Greatly outnumbered, the Athenians dispatched Pheidippides to 
Sparta for help.  Pheidippides is reported to have run one hundred 
and fifty miles in two days. Then, when he returned and learned 
that the Athenians had already defeated the Persians, he ran another 
twenty-two miles to Athens. There, he shouted, “Rejoice . . . we 
conquer,” and collapsed to death in exhaustion. 
  
The first Olympics (A.D. 1896), retraced Pheidippides’ steps with a 
twenty-six mile race in his honor. Today, marathons are still run, 
and every step of every race pays silent tribute to a hero that was 
faithful to the very end of his life. In keeping with that same spirit, 
Hebrews 3 challenges us to “hold fast [literally, “stay the course”]. 
. . firm unto the end” 
 
"But Christ as a Son over His own house; whose house are we, if 
we hold fast the confidence and the rejoicing of the hope firm 
unto the end.”   - Hebrews 3:6 - 


