
Bible Reminders about Worship  
Psalm 136:1 “Give thanks to the Lord, for He is good! His 
faithful love endures forever.” (NLT) 
 
Psalm 9:1 “I will praise You, O LORD, with my whole heart; I 
will tell of all Your marvelous works.” (NKJV) 
 
Psalm 107:1, 118:1 “O give thanks unto the LORD, for He is 
good: for His mercy endures forever.” (KJV) 
 
Psalm 92:1 “It is a good thing to give thanks unto the LORD, and 
to sing praises unto Thy name, O Most High.” (KJV) 
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Does It Matter How We Worship? 

By Todd Clippard 
 
Regarding worship, faithful members of the church have "driven a 
stake" at John 4:24, "God is a spirit, and they that worship Him 
must worship in spirit and in truth." There are three emphases in 
this text that must be considered. The first is the word "must," 
which is translated from the Greek dei, meaning "it is necessary." 
Therefore, we see our expressions of worship are bound to some 
pattern or form. That to which our worship is bound is seen in the 
latter part of the verse, "in spirit and in truth." But what does this 
mean? 
 
The phrase "in spirit" comes from the Greek pneuma. It appears 
nearly 400 times in the NT and is employed in a variety of ways. In 
this context it refers to our hearts or inward being, that which 
comes forth from the inside (cf Matthew 26:41, Mark 8:11, Luke 
1:47, John 13:21, etc). Thus, our worship must be done with the 
proper frame of mind and attitude of heart. 
 
The phrase "in truth" comes from a Greek word that appears 110 
times in the NT and is translated "truth" 107 times. It refers to that 
which is objectively right. But what is the "truth" by which man 
must worship? Psalms 119:160 says "the sum of Thy word is truth." 
Also, in praying for his disciples, Jesus said, "Sanctify them by Thy 
truth, Thy word is truth" (John 17:17). Therefore, as "in spirit" 
regulates the inner man in worship, "in truth" regulates the outward 
man, that is, how he worships. 
 
We would do well to remember that God has always regulated the 
expressions of man's worship. God respected Abel and his offering 
(worship), but rejected Cain and his offering (worship). Why? 
Hebrews 11:4 explains, "By faith Abel offered a more excellent 



sacrifice than Cain, by which he obtained witness that he was 
righteous, God testifying of his gifts, and by it he being dead yet 
speaketh." Romans 10:17 says "faith comes by hearing the word of 
God." Therefore, Abel's worship was accepted by God because it 
was done according to the word of God. God will not accept "any 
ol' thing" as worship, even if done with the best of intentions 
(Leviticus 10:1-3). 
 
God seeks true worshipers to worship Him (John 4:23-24). True 
worship is directed only toward God, and is not done to please 
men. In true worship, God alone is the audience and worshipers are 
the participants. What appeals to men is of no consequence. 
Whatever one believes to be a personal gift or talent is irrelevant. 
Worship is not a stage for men to parade their talents or receive the 
accolades of men. By its very definition, worship is not designed to 
appeal to the "seekers" (a.k.a. the "unchurched"), but rather to 
honor, venerate, pay homage to, and bring glory to God alone. 
 

Family Worship 
By Jerry Jenkins 

 
It is important for families to worship together. The God who 
created each and ordained marriage knew the importance of family 
worship. To a woman who had miserably failed in her family life, 
Jesus said, “The hour cometh, and now is, when the true 
worshippers shall worship the Father in spirit and in truth: for the 
Father seeketh such to worship Him” (John 4:23). 
 
The Father does not need our worship to be a better being. One 
cannot improve on perfection, but the Father knew each of us 
needed to worship. The old adage, “A family that prays together 
stays together,” is true. One just does not find those that are truly 
committed and serving God in the divorce courts. 
  
Families should worship for three major reasons: (1) God 
commands it (Hebrews 10:25); (2) it helps us influence one another 
(Matthew 5:15); and (3) it enhances our spiritual and marital lives 
(Romans 12:1-2). 
  
No family can be completely balanced when there is a major spoke 
left out of their wheel. Families are to grow physically, 

intellectually, socially, and spiritually (Luke 2:52). The family that 
does not worship is missing at least a quarter of this designed 
growth. 
  
Do we want to offer a major blessing to our family? Here is a 
simple yet life-changing answer:  begin the week in worship to 
God!  

“Redeeming the time . . .” 
 Ephesians 5:16 

 
My Worship 

By David Lusk 
 
One day the famous orator Henry Ward Beecher had to be absent 
from the Plymouth church were he usually preached. His brother 
was invited to speak for him. The auditorium was crowded, but 
when it became evident that the eloquent Henry Ward Beecher was 
not going to appear, many started to leave the building.  The 
brother of Beecher was not disturbed.  He stood up before the 
murmuring crowd, called for silence and said, “All who came this 
morning to worship Henry W. Beecher may leave now.  The rest 
will remain to worship God.” No one left after that. 
 
It seems to be a constant oversight on the part of some visitors to 
the worship just what we are there for.  Some, like the Athenians, 
come only to hear the preacher say “some new thing” (Acts 17:21). 
“Is it relevant?  Is it positive?”  These are the mental guidelines 
used in judging sermons.  The same is true with some one who 
attended to judge the singing, the prayers, or the friendliness of the 
congregation.  These go away with a host of criticism, but the thing 
forgotten here has been worship. 
 
What are we in worship for?  Granted, some are there to “get it 
over with for a week” or “to get their ticket validated once more.” 
But those who are there because they need the strength in carrying 
their crosses know the value in truly worshipping God.  Worship 
has nothing to do with the song leader or the talent of the preacher. 
It has everything to do with you and your God.  Let people do what 
they will to please themselves. “The rest will remain to worship 
God.” 
 


