
Upcoming Events 
 

Father’s Day:  Today! 
“Statement of Information” due to State Secretary 
Plan Congregational Meeting:  Financial Report 

Mid-course Review:  Saturday Meeting 2021 
Panera Bread Open Bible Study:  TBD 

 

Father’s Day 
 

“One father is more than a hundred schoolmasters.” 
George Herbert 

 
One night a father overheard his son pray: 

Dear God, Make me the kind of man my Daddy is. 
Later that night, the Father prayed: 

Dear God, Make me the kind of man my son wants me to be. 
Author Unknown 

 

June Birthdays 
9  Debbie Pescador 12  Celina Perales     

 

June Anniversaries 
5  Kurt & Debbie Hoffman 9  Sue Tanner  

11  Marcos & Celina Perales 
 
 
Regular Meeting Times  Church of Christ 
    81-377 Ave 46 
Sunday…………9:45 a.m.  Indio, CA  92201  
Sunday…..........10:45 a.m.  (760) 342-1859 
Sunday………....6:00 p.m.  
Wednesday…….7:00 p.m.  
 
 
   
                      
         
 

 
 
 
 
 

             Preacher: 
            (Vacant) 
 
 
    (Address Service Requested)   
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The Origin of Father's Day 
By David Bragg 

 
In 1911 Anna Jarvis achieved her dream of a national day honoring 
Mothers.  But decades would pass before fathers would be so 
honored.  The state of Washington was the first to have a Father’s 
Day, thanks to Sonora Dodd whose own father, Civil War veteran 
and widower William Jackson Smart, reared six children as a 
single-parent (history.com).  While Dodd pushed for June 5, 1910, 
her father's birthday, she was content when Gov. M. E. Hay 
designated July 19, 1910 as the first Father's Day (history.com). 
 
This spawned national efforts to establish a Father's Day with 
advocates like William Jennings Bryan and presidents Wilson, 
Coolidge and Lyndon Johnson.  However, an all-male Congress 
was hesitant, fearing that if they passed such a resolution it would 
appear to be self-serving.  So, Father's Day had no official, national 
observations until 1971 when President Richard Nixon appointed 
the third Sunday of each June as Father's Day.  On that day, at the 
age of 90, Sonora Smart Dodd along with the entire nation 
observed the very first national day honoring dads. 
 
While having annual days to honor mothers and fathers is nice, it 
is of far greater importance for children to honor their parents on a 
daily basis (Exo. 20:12; Eph. 6:2).  And it was on the shoulders of 
parents that God would place the even greater obligation to live 
lives worthy of honor before their children. Godly parents will 
daily teach their children by word and example to love and obey 
God. 

 
 
 



The Value of Dad 
By Jeff Arnette 

 
In our modern society, the value of a dad in the home has, to a 
large degree, been lost.  The reason our society and our families 
are in such disarray, is because dads are absent in the home. 
 
Some dads, being unwilling to be responsible or afraid of settling 
down, have completely walked out on their children.  Some dads, 
being so consumed with the pursuit of wealth, have allowed work 
to keep them out of the home and their children’s life.  And some 
dads, are so absent and disconnected from their children that he 
does not and could not really teach them about faith, Jesus, or the 
Father.  Not only is the blessing of having a child something to be 
honored, something to be treasured, the value of dad in the home 
to lead his family cannot be compared (Psalm 127:3; Ex. 20:12). 
 
Throughout the scriptures, God has emphasized the importance 
and value of dad.  Not only are we told to honor dad (Ex. 20:12) 
but rebellion or mistreatment of dad was worthy of the death 
penalty (Ex. 21:15; Lev. 20:9; Deut. 22:18-21).  I used to read 
these passages as a young man and wonder why God could call for 
such strict punishment for those who disobeyed dad. My 
conclusion was that God wanted us to value him that much. Dad 
was so valuable to the home and society that God protected him 
with the death penalty.  He was responsibility for teaching his 
children about God and helping them to fulfill the law to enter into 
a covenant relationship (Lev. 12:3; Deut. 11:19).  So valuable and 
precious is dad that God used that relationship to describe his own 
value to us (Psalm 103:13). 
 
In the New Testament, the imagery is just as strong.  God is the 
father of who believe and love (Matt. 6:5-8; 10:29-31). One of the 
greatest parables of Jesus, the parable of the prodigal son (Luke 
15:11-32), was mostly about the love and forgiveness of God as 
seen in our dads.  This parable helps us understand ourselves, and 
just as importantly, it helps us understand our great God. 
 
It seems that God understands something that has been all but lost 
in our modern, enlightened, society. In our wisdom and 
advancement, we have replaced dad with gifts, with possessions 

that could never be as important as dad.  We have lost sight of just 
how important his role really is to our children, our homes, and our 
churches.  As one writer said, “the father was truly the linchpin of 
the family and society.” 
 
Isn’t it time we get back to God’s standard and value for dad?  Isn’t 
it time that we encourage dads to step up and be the man God 
knows he can be?  Until we do, we will never truly be successful. 
Disobedience to God always equals failure and the role and value 
of dad is no exception. 
 

Have You Saved Any Souls Today? 
By Bill Brandstatter 

     
I was at a dentist appointment once and the dentist and I were 
talking. My dentist has known me for a long time.  He likes to kid 
and joke; but he asked me the above question, and it got me to 
thinking?  Have WE saved any souls today? 
 
The work of the church is saving souls.  The church is composed 
of saved souls (Acts 2:47).  It is not the work of the church to 
entertain.  It is not the work of the church to just motivate.  The 
work of the church is to evangelize, edify, and encourage.  So, 
again, have we saved any souls today? 
 
It is interesting that in Acts 8 the Bible says the church “went 
everywhere preaching the word” (vs 3).  This was not referring to 
the apostles because they were somewhere else.  This was talking 
about the church.  When we teach and talk to others we are 
“preaching the word.”  Preaching helps to save souls (Rom. 
10:13-17).  It is the work of the church, specifically church 
members, to seek and save the lost. 
 
Many believe that if the church has a located preacher, saving souls 
is his job.  Certainly, the preacher should be active in saving souls 
through preaching, teaching, and evangelizing; but is he the only 
one that should be striving to save souls? NO. 
 
So, the question my dentist asked might also be one we all should 
ask of each other.  Have you saved any souls today? 
 


