
 
Special Announcement!  

Baptized into Christ!  As a result of Bible studies with Mike, 
Glen Colletti was baptized last week!  His address is 83115 Caribe 
Avenue, Indio, CA 92201; his phone number is (760) 442-8823.  

Important Things…  
“And you shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and 
with all your soul and with all your mind and with all your 
strength.’ The second is this: You shall love your neighbor as 
yourself.’ There is no other commandment greater than these.”  
Mark 12:30-31  
“Truly I say to you, unless you are converted and become like 
children, you will not enter the kingdom of heaven.” 
Matthew 18:3  
"It is more blessed to give than to receive."  Acts 20:35  

June Birthdays 
      9  Debbie Pescador    20  Mike Bruni          
          12  Celina Perales       23  Agripina Carrillo  

June Anniversaries 
5  Kurt & Debbie Hoffman 11  Marcos & Celina Perales   

 
Regular Meeting Times  Church of Christ 
    81-377 Ave 46 
Sunday…………9:45 a.m.  Indio, CA  92201  
Sunday…..........10:45 a.m.  (760) 342-1859 
Sunday………....6:00 p.m.  
Wednesday…….7:00 p.m.  
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“Important Things…” 
 

The Story of What Can Be Done  
With A Rejected Stone 

Excerpt taken from The Compass,  
Crossville, Tennessee, April 2, 2006 

 
Pieta is an Italian word that means pity".  In 1498, when he was 
still in his early twenties, and relatively unknown to the world as an 
artist, Michelangelo was commissioned to sculpt the Pieta, a life-
size sculpture of Mary holding the body of her son Jesus after it 
was taken down from the cross.  This sculpture was to be unveiled 
in St. Peter's Basilica for the Jubilee of 1500. 
 
In less than two years, Michelangelo carved from a single slab of 
marble, one of the most magnificent sculptures ever created. 
Michelangelo's version of the Pieta was far different than ones 
previously created by other artists. Instead of an older, broken-
hearted Mary, he decided to create a youthful, serene and celestial 
Mary. 
 
When the sculpture was unveiled, Michelangelo stood by proudly 
and watched as people admired the sculpture.  However, his pride 
quickly turned to anger when he overheard people attributing the 
work to other artists of his time.  In his anger, Michelangelo added 
one last thing to the sculpture. Going down the sash on Mary, 
Michelangelo carved his name.  The artist later regretted his 
actions, and vowed to never sign another one of his works again. 
 
The legend behind the stone is as moving as the sculpture itself. 
Early in his career, Michelangelo was too poor to buy the marble 
needed for his sculpting.  As a result, he was forced to pick his way 
through the rejected or ruined stones of other sculptors.  The Pieta 
was fashioned from such a stone. Dragging the rejected stone 
home, Michelangelo freed the figures of Mary and Jesus from the 
stone. In so doing, he fashioned a masterpiece from a reject. 
 



I think that it is most interesting that Christ Himself was a rejected 
stone. Peter wrote, "To whom coming, as unto a living stone, 
disallowed indeed of men, but chosen of God, and precious" (1 
Peter 2:4).  Please note that God selected the stone that men 
rejected and whose visage they marred (cf. Isaiah 52:13-14; Isaiah 
53:3; John 1:11; Matthew 3:17; Matthew 17:5).  The stone that was 
worthless to the world was precious to the Father.  In fact, God so 
valued the stone that He made it the chief cornerstone (1 Peter 2:6) 
or the head of the corner (1 Peter 2:7).  Today, men everywhere 
stand in awe of this flawless stone of God (Hebrews 4:15). 
 
In the context, Peter, whose name means stone, and who was 
fashioned into a masterpiece by the master artist Jesus Christ, 
spoke of Christians as lively stones that are built up a spiritual 
house (1 Peter 2:5).  Surely, we should give thanks unto God who 
counted us precious, even though we were rejected and marred by 
satan and sin (Romans 3:23), to build up His spiritual house, the 
church.  If we will let Him, He will fashion our life into something 
at which the world will marvel (Acts 4:13; Matthew 5:16). 
 

Do You Know this Little Boy? 
(from Housetohouse.com)  

Dear God,  
I’m a little boy, just eight years old. I’ve been doing a lot of 
thinking lately, and I’m worried. Maybe you can help me with 
some of these things I don’t understand. Of course you know that I 
have been going to Bible study for a long time, and I’ve learned to 
love you and the Bible, and I love my teacher for all she has taught 
me about you and about Jesus. 
 
It’s about Mom and Dad that I have been wondering.  I love them 
both with all my heart, and they love me, I know.  And more than 
any thing, I want to know that they are going to heaven when they 
die. They want me to go, for they‘ve told me so.  They send me to 
Bible Study every Sunday morning and then they come later to 
church.  But why don’t Mom and Dad go to Bible Study, too?  And 
Sunday night, when Johnny and Mary and their Mom and Dad go 
to church, my mom and dad either stay at home, go to movies, or 
visit friends.  Is this all right, God? 
 
Another thing, in Bible School I have learned how important it is to 
pray and thank you for our food and everything, but you know I’ve 
never heard my dad pray...is this all right, God?  And my teacher 
says that it is important to study and worship you, and when I do 

get to go to church on Sunday night or Wednesday night I don’t see 
her.  Is this all right, God?  
I guess I’m just kinda mixed up ‘cause I think Mom and Dad and 
my teacher are the best in the world.  I want to be just like them 
when I grow up, and I just want to be sure they are doing the right 
things so we can live with you some day.  
In Jesus’ name, Your friend, Billy.  

“Be ye followers of me, even as I also am of Christ”    
1 Corinthians 11:1 

 
What Howard Learned in Heartbreak 

By Gordon MacDonald  
Howard Rutledge, a United States Air Force pilot, was shot down 
over North Vietnam during the early stages of the war.  He spent 
several miserable years in the hands of his captors before being 
released at the war's conclusion. In his book, In the Presence of 
Mine Enemies, he reflects upon the resources from which he drew 
in those arduous days when life seemed so intolerable:  

'During those longer periods of enforced reflection, it 
became so much easier to separate the important from the 
trivial, the worthwhile from the waste.  For example, in the 
past, I usually worked or played hard on Sundays and had 
no time for church. For years Phyllis [his wife] had 
encouraged me to join the family at church.  She never 
nagged or scolded-she just kept hoping.  But I was too busy, 
too preoccupied, to spend one or two short hours a week 
thinking about the really important things.  Now the sights 
and sounds and smells of death were all around me.  My 
hunger for spiritual food soon outdid my hunger for a steak. 
Now I wanted to talk about God and Christ and the church. 
But in Heartbreak [the name POWs gave their prison 
camp] solitary confinement, there was no preacher, no 
Sunday-School teacher, no Bible, no hymnbook, no 
community of believers to guide and sustain me.  I had 
completely neglected the spiritual dimension of my life.  It 
took prison to show me how empty life is without God.' 

 
It took the presence of a POW camp to show Rutledge that there 
was a center to his private world that he had been neglecting all of 
his life.   
 
“Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter: Fear God, and 

keep his commandments: for this is the whole duty of man.” 
Ecclesiastes 12:13 


