
FYI 
 
Prayer Workshop:  Thursday, July 6 at church building at 7:00 p.m. 
Business Meeting: next Sunday, July 10 at 4:30 p.m. 
Congregational Meeting:  after a short regular service Sunday 
evening, July 10, we will get a mid-year update on our financial 
statement. 
Evangelism Workshop:  Friday, July 15 and July 29 at 7:00 p.m. 
Barnabas Group:  Monday, July 25 at McKnight’s at 7:00 p.m. 
Mike McKnight Schedule:  other “events” posted on rear bulletin 
board; check it out! 
 

Read through the Bible in 2016! 
 (Submitted by Mike McKnight) 

Suggested chapters to read so that we might read through the entire 
Bible during 2016!   This week’s “schedule”: 

•   Day 179 - 1 Kings 20-21  Monday 
•   Day 180 - 1 Kings 22; 2 Chronicles 18   Tuesday 
•   Day 181 - 2 Chronicles 19-23   Wednesday 
•   Day 182 - Obadiah; Psalm 82-83   Thursday 
•   Day 183 - 2 Kings 1-4  Friday 
•   Day 184 - 2 Kings 5-8  Saturday 
•   Day 185 - 2 Kings 9-11  Sunday  

July Birthdays 
22  Morgie McKnight          25  Chuck Limburg     
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Storms of Life… 
 

Find a Storm Shelter! 
 
Henry Wadsworth Longfellow wrote: “Into each life some rain must 
fall.”  Rain may fall gently at times, however, it also falls furiously 
in times of storm. In our lives, there are many types of storms -- 
physical, financial, emotional, spiritual, etc. -- and they all vary in 
size and intensity. Storms are the common lot of all. Where can we 
turn when the storms of life rage? 
 
“Therefore whoever hears these sayings of Mine, and does them, I 
will liken him to a wise man who built his house on the rock: and the 
rain descended, the floods came, and the winds blew and beat on 
that house; and it did not fall, for it was founded on the rock. But 
everyone who hears these sayings of Mine, and does not do them, 
will be like a foolish man who built his house on the sand: and the 
rain descended, the floods came, and the winds blew and beat on 
that house; and it fell. And great was its fall” (Matthew 7:24-27). 
 
Into every life, sooner or later, the rains descend, the floods come, 
and the winds blow and beat. For one man the “house” of his life 
falls in ruins, while for another it stands secure. The difference lies, 
not in the intensity of the storm, but in the power to withstand its 
fury. The power to withstand the storms of life depends upon the 
foundation of one’s life. 
 
In Jesus’ teaching, the house of the wise man withstood the storm 
because his house was built upon the rock. And who is the wise man? 
The wise man is one who hears the words of Jesus and does them  
(v. 24). Jesus assures us that no matter what storms may arise, 
obedience to Him is the only sure foundation on which to build our 
lives – lives that will withstand the test of time AND the Judgment 
to follow. 
 



One begins building upon the Rock through faith (Hebrews 11:6), 
repentance (Acts 17:30-31), and immersion into Christ for the 
remission of sins (Acts 2:38). Then, one must continue to build his 
“house” -- his life -- on the Rock by continuing to hear and to obey 
the words of Jesus and His inspired apostles. 
 
In the words of the beloved hymn, “There Stands a Rock”: 
 

Some build their hopes on the ever-drifting sand, 
Some on their fame or their treasure or their land; 

Mine’s on the Rock that forever shall stand, 
Jesus, the Rock of Ages. 

 
Mountaintop Experiences 

By Dan Jenkins 
 
Spiritual lives are not always characterized by “mountaintop 
experiences.” It was wonderful for Moses to be in the presence of 
God on Mount Sinai, but eventually he had to leave the mountain 
and return to the reality of dealing with the Jewish rebellion in 
worshiping the golden calf. 
 
In the same way, Peter, James and John were at the Mount of 
Transfiguration and saw Moses, Elijah and the transformation of 
Jesus, but they eventually had to leave that mountain and confront 
their failure to cast out the demon in the child. 
 
Elijah experienced this same problem in the contest he had with 450 
prophets of Baal on Mount Carmel. The fire from heaven totally 
consumed the prophet’s sacrifice and shortly afterwards there was 
the slaughter of all the false prophets. Yet, when Elijah descended 
from that mount, he was so overwhelmed with the sinfulness of 
Israel, he asked God to take him, for he thought he was the only 
person in Israel who faithfully served Jehovah. 
 
“Mountaintop experiences” are so wonderful. There are those times 
when we see great spiritual victories and figuratively are on top of 
the world. You may remember in great detail that day when you 
obeyed the Gospel and how exhilarated you were. It may have been 
that day when some loved one of yours became a Christian. It may 
have been one of the unexpected times when you were worshiping, 
and you were so enthralled that you forgot about all those 
distractions from daily life. Thank God for “mountaintop 
experiences.” 

However, the reality is that life always has deep “valleys” when we 
must leave the mountaintop. Life probably has more valleys than it 
has mountaintops. Situations develop and doubts and fears seem to 
threaten our faith. Do not despair. Look at those heroes who were in 
that same situation. Abraham (Gen. 15:1; 20:10-11), Isaac (Gen. 
26:24), Moses (Num. 21:34), Joshua (Josh. 1:9; 8:1), David (1 Sam. 
23:17), Elijah (2 Kgs. 1:15), Jehoshaphat (2 Chron. 20:15) and 
Daniel (Dan. 10:12) are just a few of those individuals who were 
fearful when in the valleys of life. 
 
There is a great principle of life to be learned when we look deeply 
into the lives of our Biblical heroes. Godly people have always had 
clouds of adversity around them. Their response was often like ours, 
but this does not mean they were not approved by God. All mankind 
has valleys, but Christians have something others do not have. When 
we are walking in valley of death may our hearts proclaim, “I will 
fear not evil for You are with me. Your rod and Your staff, they 
comfort me.” Thank God for those “mountaintop experiences,” but 
let us thank God for the blessings of His help in the valleys! 
 

Lord Save Me 
By Aaron Veyon 

 
Matthew 14:25-32 records the miraculous event of Jesus walking on 
water.  When His disciples saw Him walking on the sea they were 
troubled; but He said to them, “Be of good cheer!  It is I; do not be 
afraid.” Peter said, “Lord, if it is You, command me to come to You 
on the water.” So Jesus said, “Come.”  Miraculously, Peter also 
walked on the water, and he walked toward Jesus; yet something 
went very wrong.  When Peter “saw that the wind was boisterous, 
he was afraid; and beginning to sink he cried out, saying, ‘Lord, save 
me!’” Immediately Jesus caught him and said, “O you of little faith, 
why did you doubt?” 
 
Peter’s experience is a great lesson for us.  Oh, it is certain that we 
will never walk on water, but we too can be guilty of having “little 
faith.”  When life is going well, fine.  But all too often when the 
winds and the waves of life become boisterous, we take our eyes off 
of the Lord and sink in our despair.  Friends, the key is: never take 
your eyes off of the Lord. When the storms of life hit, be even more 
diligent to stay focused on Him “looking unto Jesus, the author and 
finisher of our faith…for consider Him…lest you become weary and 
discouraged in your souls” (Heb. 12:2-3). 


