
Start Early…Do More 
By Mike Mayes  

A neurologist at the Children’s Hospital of Michigan has done 
research that reveals the great capacity of growing human brains to 
absorb information.  
He discovered that by age 2, the infant’s cortex is operating at adult 
levels. At age 4, that child’s brain is twice as active as the adult 
brain and continues at that rate until 10, when it begins to slow 
down. By 16, it has slacked off to the pace at which it continues 
through adulthood.  
God’s wisdom is seen in His stressing the importance of instilling 
in children the truths of His Word at an early age (Proverbs 22:6; 
Deuteronomy 6:4-7). By exposing them to a large quantity of Bible 
teaching in their early years, we can be instrumental in program-
ming their “mental computers” so that they know the mind of God 
and think as He does.  
As they reach adulthood, they can then choose to have good, honest 
hearts that will make them followers of the Lord (Luke 8:15).   
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“Our children…”  
Children’s Rights 
(from Housetohouse.com) 

 
Someone has said: “Pray for the children who must live in the 
world which their parents have made for them.” Parenthood 
involves a duty, a responsibility, and a privilege.  What do children 
have a right to expect of their parents? 
 
Every child has a right to be loved.  Do you know the number 
one killer of children under five?  Not accidents.  Not crib death. 
Not leukemia.  Child abuse!  Two-thirds of abuse occurs with 
children under four; and one-third, six months or less.  Every child 
(and stepchild) deserves to be loved (Titus 2:4-5; 2 Timothy 3:3). 
Parents must realize they owe a child love before he even gets here. 
Isaac was wanted by Abraham and Sarah long before his 
conception (Romans 4:18-21; Genesis 21:1-3).  Hannah 
desperately wanted a son (1 Samuel 1:11,20) as did John’s parents 
(Luke 1:13,14,25).  Children are a blessing, not a burden (Psalms 
127:3-5).  From an evolutionary viewpoint a child is merely a 
biological product of the physical union of two reproductively 
mature adults.  It is a little package of flesh and nothing more.  But 
the Bible teaches that every child is the offspring of God (Acts 
17:28-29; Proverbs 17:6).  For them to develop the capacity to 
love, they must first be loved (1 John 4:19).  A loving family 
provides a child with a sense of being wanted, while discord, 
quarrellings, and broken homes make a child feel insecure and 
unwanted. 
 
Every child has a right to have his/her needs met.  (1 Timothy 
5:8).   No child should have to worry about food, clothes, shelter, 
or any other material need.  Certainly these will vary according to 
the family income, but we have a responsibility to support those we 



bring into the world.  Let us also give them the education we can 
afford that will fit them for today’s complex world. 
 
Every child has a right to a unified home.  The first recorded 
command in the Bible has reference to children (Genesis 1:28).  
The primary purpose for the foundation of marriage was the 
procreation (the conception, birth, and rearing of children) of the 
human race (cf. 1 Timothy 5:14).  Under normal circumstances, 
God intended for children to be in homes with both mother and 
father—as was the case with Adam and Eve and the other famous 
homes of Scripture (Genesis 2; cf. Titus 2:3,4; 1 Timothy 3:2-
4,13).  Children deserve parents who take time for them.  They are 
children for only a short time, and these years speed by so quickly. 
Parents and children should work together, worship together, play 
together, picnic together, take vacations together.  In our culture, 
divorce robs many children of unified homes.   It is too often just 
the selfishness of parents who say they do not want to live together 
any longer that makes casualties of children.  Several studies 
suggest that children from broken homes have more difficulty 
progressing in school.  The FBI reports that a child from a broken 
home is six times more apt to get in trouble with the law.  As 
parents, let us work toward happy homes for the sake of our 
children.  Let us make home a place where they feel secure and 
where they can bring friends without embarrassment. 
 
Every child has a right to be taught God’s truth.  It is not 
enough just to bear children; we must train them (Deuteronomy 
6:6,7; Ephesians 6:4).  It is not enough to feed their bodies; we 
must nourish their souls.  Children are spiritually undernourished if 
they lack regular instruction in God’s Word (1 Peter 2:2).  Some 
people wait too long to start training a child.  They wait to put them 
into Bible classes, for instance, because they think they are too 
young to know what it is all about and to behave themselves.  A 
mother asked a prominent educator: “I have a son at home, sir. 
When would be the best time to start training him.”  The educator 
asked, “How old is he?” She said, “Five.” He replied, “Hurry 
home, lady, you’ve wasted the best years of his life already.” 
Research shows that from years 1-6 a child forms attitudes; from 6-
12 years he forms habits; and from 12-18 years she forms 
character.  Character is the only thing our children will take from 
this world that they did not bring into it.  The righteousness of the 

next generation depends upon the instruction of this one.  The poet 
was right when he arranged these words: 
 

I saw tomorrow look at me from little children’s eyes, 
And thought how carefully we would teach if we were 
really wise.˜ 

 
Does Jesus Live in Your House? 

(from Housetohouse.com) 
 
The continued knock brought the mother to the door. A child stood 
there with a Bible in his hand. Without a word of introduction he 
asked, “Does Jesus live here?” 
 
The woman, although a member of the church, was so taken aback 
by the unexpected question that she did not answer. She didn’t 
even remember what he said next, but watched him slowly walk 
away. All day the question kept going through her mind. That 
evening when her husband came home, she told him about it. 
 
He laughed and said, “Why didn’t you show him the church 
directory with our name in it? You could have told him that we 
nearly always send our children to Bible class and go sometimes 
ourselves. Why didn’t you remind him we give occasionally to the 
church, and look upon ourselves as a respected Christian family?” 
“Yes,” she said, “that is all true, and I could have told him all that. 
But he didn’t ask me the things you mentioned. He asked me if 
Jesus lives here and I have been wondering all day if He does.” 
 
“...Christ liveth in me: and the life which I now live in the flesh I 

live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave 
himself for me”. Galatians 2:20 

 
“You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with 
all your soul and with all your might. These words, which I am 
commanding you today, shall be on your heart.  You shall teach 
them diligently to your sons and shall talk of them when you sit in 
your house and when you walk by the way and when you lie down 
and when you rise up.”  Deuteronomy 6:5-7 
 
  
 


