
Quotations about Christian Living 
 
“We never grow closer to God when we just live life. It takes 
deliberate pursuit and attentiveness.”  - Francis Chan - 
 
“He said ‘Love...as I have loved you.’ We cannot love too much.”  
- Amy Carmichael - 
 
“Life is wasted if we do not grasp the glory of the cross, cherish it 
for the treasure that it is, and cleave to it as the highest price of 
every pleasure and the deepest comfort in every pain. What was 
once foolishness to us—a crucified God—must become our 
wisdom and our power and our only boast in this world.”  
- John Piper - 
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Life and meaning… 

 
What does Ecclesiastes 3:15 mean? 

By Bob Prichard 
 
Men have described the book of Ecclesiastes, authored by the wise 
man Solomon, in many different ways.  Herman Melville, author of 
Moby Dick, said it is the truest of all books.  Others have applied 
Winston Churchill's description of Russia, a riddle wrapped in a 
mystery inside an enigma, to this great book.  This sometimes 
puzzling book shows that the things of the world offer no lasting 
happiness, and that this life, with all of its labors, is valueless, if 
there is no future.  The book is the story of a man (Solomon), who 
deliberately tasted every worldly delight, including the forbidden, 
only to discover that all that the world offers is vanity of vanities 
(Ecclesiastes 1:2). 
 
Chapter three begins with the familiar words, “There is an 
appointed time for everything. And there is a time for every event 
under heaven—A time to give birth and a time to die; A time to 
plant and a time to uproot what is planted… A time to love and a 
time to hate; A time for war and a time for peace.”  (Ecclesiastes 
3:1-2, 8). The general theme of this chapter is the unchanging 
regularity of the world created by God. 
 
The words of verse 15, as with so many others in the book, seem 
very cryptic at first reading. “That which is has been already and 
that which will be has already been, for God seeks what has passed 
by.”  (Ecclesiastes 3:15). Remember that the general theme of the 
chapter is the unchanging regularity of life. Solomon expressed the 
same idea earlier in the book. “That which has been is that which 
will be, and that which has been done is that which will be done.  
So there is nothing new under the sun.” 
 



 (Ecclesiastes 1:9). The verse closes with the statement, “there is 
no new thing under the sun”, meaning there is nothing new in the 
temporal life.  He then asked, “Is there anything of which one 
might say, ‘See this, it is new’? Already it has existed for ages 
which were before us.”  (Ecclesiastes 1:10).  As we look at our 
world, we see that there are technological advancements, and 
advancements in other fields, but so far as man's concern for his 
fellowman, and the basic things of life, there is no change, no new 
thing under the sun.  As the saying goes, the more things change, 
the more they stay the same. 
 
Since we live in a regular universe, with God in control, it is up to 
us to recognize God's control, and bend our wills to be in 
conformity to His will.  After all, this is what God requires.  As 
Solomon looked at the world under the sun, living as if there were 
no God, his vision of an unchanging world changed to a conclusion 
that God truly is in control.  The end of Ecclesiastes 3:15 states, 
“for God seeks what has passed by.”   These words parallel the last 
words of verse 14, which also talks of God's purpose, and says, 
“…for God has so worked that men should fear Him.”   This points 
to the fact that God designed our regular universe to draw men to 
Him.  
 
Solomon ends the saga of his search for happiness with the words, 
“Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter: Fear God, and 
keep his commandments: for this is the whole duty of man” 
(Ecclesiastes 12:13).  Literally, the whole of man is to obey God. 
 

Three Pictures 
 
Tim Kimmel is a well known author. He does much of his work at 
a large roll-top desk in his office. On the top of this desk are a 
unique set of pictures.  To the far left is a photo of the place where 
he was born—Jamison Memorial Hospital.  At the far right is a 
picture of the place where he will most likely be buried—
Graceland Cemetery.  Between those two pictures is a photograph 
of his wife and children. 
 
It’s a daily reminder of where life began, where it will end, and 
what really matters during the in-between time. Life is short, so 
seize the moments with your family. 

Woodrow Wilson’s Bible 
 
“The opinion of the Bible bred in me not only by the teaching of 
my home when I was a boy, but also by every turn and experience 
of my life, is that it is the supreme source of revelation, the 
revelation of the meaning of life, the nature of God, and the 
spiritual nature and needs of man.  It is the only guide of life which 
leads the spirit in the way of peace and salvation.”  -Woodrow 
Wilson - 
 

Faith sees the invisible, believes the incredible,  
and receives the impossible! 

 
Does Jesus Live at Your House? 

 
The continued knock brought the mother to the door. A child stood 
there with a Bible in his hand. Without a word of introduction he 
asked, “Does Jesus live here?” 
 
The woman, although a member of the church, was so taken aback 
by the unexpected question that she did not answer. She didn’t 
even remember what he said next, but watched him slowly walk 
away. All day the question kept going through her mind. That 
evening when her husband came home, she told him about it. 
 
He laughed and said, “Why didn’t you show him the church 
directory with our name in it? You could have told him that we 
nearly always send our children to Bible class and go sometimes 
ourselves. Why didn’t you remind him we give occasionally to the 
church, and look upon ourselves as a respected Christian family?” 
“Yes,” she said, “that is all true, and I could have told him all that. 
But he didn’t ask me the things you mentioned. He asked me if 
Jesus lives here and I have been wondering all day if He does.” 
 
“...Christ liveth in me: and the life which I now live in the flesh I 

live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave 
himself for me” - Galatians 2:20 - 

 
 


