
FYI 
 
Barnabas Group:  Monday, July 25 at McKnight’s at 7:00 p.m. 
Evangelism Workshop:  Friday, July 29 at 7:00 p.m. at McKnight 
home. 
Mike McKnight Schedule:  other “events” posted on rear bulletin 
board; check it out! 
 

Read through the Bible in 2016! 
 (Submitted by Mike McKnight) 

Suggested chapters to read so that we might read through the entire 
Bible during 2016!   This week’s “schedule”: 

•   Day 193 - Amos 6-9  Monday 
•   Day 194 - 2 Chronicles 27; Isaiah 9-12  Tuesday 
•   Day 195 - Micah 1-7  Wednesday 
•   Day 196 - 2 Chronicles 28; 2 Kings 16-17  Thursday 
•   Day 197 - Isaiah 13-17  Friday 
•   Day 198 - Isaiah 18-22  Saturday 
•   Day 199 - Isaiah 23-27  Sunday 
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Evangelism… 
 

This is the first part of an article by Allen Webster…some scriptures 
referenced have been written out so we don’t have to look them 
up…and “you” has been changed to “we” in parts of the article. 
 
Seizing Opportunities to Shine the Light to Strangers 
 
Benjamin Franklin said, “If you want to be remembered after you’re 
dead, write something worth reading, or do something worth writing 
about.” Are we currently doing something worth writing about? 
Marcus Aurelius Antoninus said, “The true worth of a man is to be 
measured by the objects he pursues.” What object will we pursue 
this day—a paycheck, a win, a pleasure, an accolade, or a pat on the 
back?  Perhaps all of these and others.  But isn’t there something 
more exciting, more important, more significant, and more 
permanent?  Yes, we can pursue a soul today! 
 
In Jesus’ view, one of the most important pursuits in the world is a 
soul…“For what does it profit a man to gain the whole world, and 
forfeit his soul?”  (Mark 8:36). 
 
The word gospel begins with “go.”  It ends with “el,” which could 
stand for “everlasting life” (cf. John 3:16).  What stands between the 
“go” and the “el”? “SP”.  What stands between a sinner and heaven? 
Some Person.  Will we be that person?    
 
If so, we will be one of God’s “stars.”  Daniel wrote, “And they that 
be wise shall shine as the brightness of the firmament; and they that 
turn many to righteousness as the stars for ever and ever” (Daniel 
12:3).   
 



If so, we will be counted a wise man…“The fruit of the righteous is a 
tree of life, and he who is wise wins souls” (Proverbs 11:30).   
 
If so, we will be like Jesus…“For the Son of Man has come to seek 
and to save that which was lost” (Luke 19:10) for Jesus loved to tell 
the story. Study His life and follow His footsteps as He traveled 
throughout all Galilee, “teaching in their synagogues, and 
preaching the gospel of the kingdom” (Matthew 4:23).  According 
to Josephus, a first century Jewish historian, at the time that Christ 
lived on the earth, there were about 240 villages in Galilee, so 
reaching every location there was no small undertaking.  Watch Him 
cover that same territory a second time (Luke 8:1).  Read again as 
He made a third journey throughout all Galilee (Matthew 9:35.  
 
If so, we will bring great joy into someone’s life (Acts 8:39).   If so, 
we will start a celebration in heaven (Luke 15:4-7).  If so, we will 
lay up for ourselves great treasure in heaven (Matthew 6:19-21).   
Who is going to receive a warmer welcome in heaven than one who 
has sent another ahead? 
 
What characteristics are needed to be successful in seizing 
opportunities to teach strangers?  
 
We must be watchful (John 4:35)  
Jesus said, “But blessed are your eyes, for they see: and your ears, 
for they hear” (Matthew 13:16).  Knowledge that there is a God in 
heaven whose providence is at work on earth makes the Christian’s 
life exceedingly interesting (Romans 8:28; Esther 4:14).  God knows 
what is going on in the hearts of earthlings (Proverbs 15:11; John 
2:25; Hebrews 4:13).  “The Lord is in his holy temple, the Lord’s 
throne is in heaven: his eyes behold, his eyelids try, the children of 
men” (Psalm 11:4). He can arrange meetings between sinners 
interested in knowing the truth and Christians interested in teaching 
it. God brought Onesimus and Paul together (Philemon 1:15).  God 
brought Philip and Candace’s treasurer together (Acts 8:26, Acts 
8:30). 
 
Expectant might be a better word than watchful.  If we pray at the 
beginning of the day for God to give us an opportunity to teach 
someone the gospel, we should expect an answer to that prayer.  
Jesus said, “And all things, whatsoever ye shall ask in prayer, 
believing, ye shall receive” (Matthew 21:22).  Yet if we do not have 
our spiritual eyes open, we might miss the answer to prayer.  An 
English proverb says, “Some men go through a forest and see no 

firewood.”  Like this, some Christians go through the day and see no 
prospects. We might let the person God arranged for us to meet pass 
by without even giving him or her a glance or greeting. A 
management axiom illustrates this point: 
 

To look is one thing. 
To see what we look at is another. 

To understand what we see is a third. 
To learn from what we understand is something else. 
But to act on what we learn is all that really matters. 

 
More next week… 
 

Mission Work Begins at Home 
By Michael Moss 

 
Sophie wanted to be a missionary to the far-flung regions of the 
world more than anything else.  She was convinced that was what 
she had to do if she was to serve the Lord.  Sophie prayed again and 
again that the Lord would open the door for her to go to some 
faraway land and tell people about Christ. 
 
One night after praying that prayer again, someone came to the door 
with a question which caused Sophie to rethink what she wanted to 
do.  “Who lives in the apartment above you?” the person asked.  
Sophie answered, “A family from the Netherlands.”  “Who lives 
across the hall?”  “A couple from Italy.”  “And just down the hall?”  
“A woman and her daughter from Sweden.”  “And who lives in that 
house across the street?”  “A family from Mexico,” Sophie 
answered. 
 
Then Sophie imagined the Lord saying to her, “Sophie, why should 
I send you across the ocean, when you are not even telling the people 
about me who live right next to you now.” 
 
You have probably heard it said, “Missionary work begins at home.” 
That is very true.  There are people in our neighborhood and in our 
city who have never heard the story about Jesus.  The majority of 
people in any congregation will never become missionaries in a 
distant country, but we can share the story where we are.  
 
“Go home to thy friends, and tell them how great things the Lord 

hath done for thee, and hath had compassion on thee.” 
Mark 5:19. 


