
  Upcoming Events… 
Ladies’ Bible Class:  Today at 4:00 p.m. 

Congregational Meeting: 6:00 p.m. service, July 16  
1 Corinthians Class:  Every Tuesday at 12:00 p.m. 

Barnabas Group Meeting:  June 27 
  

Giving Principles…even in the Old Testament 
 
Deuteronomy 15:10 – "Give generously to Him and do so 
without a grudging heart; then because of this the Lord your 
God will bless you in all your work and in everything you put 
your hand to." 
 
Deuteronomy 16:17 – "Every man shall give as he is able, 
according to the blessing of the LORD your God which He has 
given you." 
 
Proverbs 21:26 – "The righteous gives and does not hold back." 
 

July Birthdays 
 

22  Morgie McKnight  30  Willie Henderson  
 
 
Regular Meeting Times  Church of Christ 
    81-377 Ave 46 
Sunday…………9:45 a.m.  Indio, CA  92201  
Sunday…..........10:45 a.m.  (760) 342-1859 
Sunday………....6:00 p.m.  
Wednesday…….7:00 p.m.  
 
 
   
                      
         
 

 
 
 
 
 

             Preacher: 
      Mike McKnight 
 
 
    (Address Service Requested)     
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Christian Giving 

By Tim Dooley 

 
How is your giving? 

 
One of the great banes of preaching is to have to address topics 
that society, and many in the pew, have no desire to hear, and of 
which many are simply intolerant. The sad truth is, many preachers 
and elderships have acquiesced to the worldly mindset in order to 
keep the numbers up and the contributions coming in. A recent 
survey of denominational preachers noted size of the congregation, 
amount of contributions, and size of ministerial staff as the leading 
indicators of success in ministry. Sadly many in the Lord’s church 
are today operating on the same premises. 
 
To that end many have either stopped preaching on, or changed 
their views on, issues like divorce and remarriage, social drinking, 
modesty, and yes, even giving. Why? Because people don’t want 
to hear it! They don’t want you meddling in their “personal lives.” 
But preaching and teaching the truth is going to “meddle” because 
God demands “personal” changes in our lives (see the definition 
of repentance) in order to be conformed to the image of His Son 
(Romans 8:29). With that in mind allow me to go to a little 
“meddling.” 
 
In 2 Corinthians 9:6–7 Paul writes, “But this I say: He who sows 
sparingly will also reap sparingly, and he who sows bountifully 
will also reap bountifully. So let each one give as he purposes in 
his heart, not grudgingly or of necessity; for God loves a cheerful 
giver.” Simply stated, easily understood, and filled with the power 



of inspiration. So why is it that so many Christians fail to live up 
to this biblical text? I heard a missionary say recently, “The money 
is out there in the brotherhood, we just have to get it out of their 
pockets.” Sad indeed that so many good works are hindered 
because of greed, worldliness and biblical unfaithfulness. 
 
Consider with me the following points: 
We Are Stewards, Not Owners. In Matthew 25:14–30 Jesus tells 
a story of a man who delivers his own wealth to his servants, and 
when he returned those servants were called to give an account of 
their stewardship. Everything we have is thanks to the blessings of 
God. 1 Timothy 6:7 tells us, “For we brought nothing 
into this world, and it is certain we can carry nothing out.” 
Someone says, “Well, I worked hard for everything I have, God 
hasn’t given me anything.” People all over the world work just as 
hard as you do and do not have the blessings you have. Conversely, 
there are people all over the world who do not lift so much as a 
finger compared to you who have much more. God gave you a 
brain, a strong back, and opportunities. What you have you have 
because of Him! Consider also that Matthew 25 places our eternal 
destiny squarely on this issue! Martin Luther once said, “I have 
tried to keep things in my hands and lost them all, but what I have 
given into God’s hands I still possess.” 
 
We Are Commanded, Not Encouraged. Many who want to 
dilute the word of God in order to make it more “palatable,” or 
“appealing,” want to hear God use words like encourage, suggest, 
or recommend. The problem with this is God requires certain 
things of us in order for us to reap eternal benefits. Passages 
like Matthew 25, Hebrews 13:16, and 2 Corinthians 9:6–7 all make 
certain demands. “But I live in the land of the free,” shouts the 
American modernist/pluralist. Yes we do and God allows all me 
the freedom to choose to do good or not. To those who choose to 
not do good it is sin (James 4:17). 
We Are to Be Christ-Like, Not World-Like.  Christians are 
supposed to be different than the rest of the world, not conformed 
to it (Romans 12:1–2).  We are to let our light shine before the men 
of this world (Matthew 5:16).  God predestined His children to be 
changed into the like image of the Son (Romans 8:9).  But being 
like the world will cause many Christians-in-name-only to be lost 
for eternity. “Do not love the world or the things in the world. If 

anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him. For 
all that is in the world—the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, 
and the pride of life—is not of the Father but is of the world. And 
the world is passing away, and the lust of it; but he who does the 
will of God abides forever” (1 John 2:15–17). What example did 
Jesus leave us in regards to this issue (1 Peter 2:21)? “For you 
know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though He was rich, 
yet for your sakes He became poor, that you through His poverty 
might become rich” (2 Corinthians 8:9). 
 
So how is our giving to the Lord and His work? Is there more I can 
do? Do I need to spend some time reflecting on how God has 
blessed me and how I are using those blessings? Do I need to take 
a long hard look at my life and my budget? Do I have a budget? 
Someone once said, “If you give what you do not need, it isn’t 
giving.” And remember God said, “For where your treasure is, 
there will your heart be also” (Matthew 6:21). 
 

Why give? 
(Excerpted and modified from Internet) 

 
When people are asked why they give, the readiest answers 
include: God wants me to; I feel better about myself; others need, 
and I have; I want to share; it’s only right. The question I would 
ask is how did you feel? I imagine you felt very pleased with 
yourself and happy inside. It has been my experience that when 
you’re focused on giving to others you’re less likely to become 
consumed by your own concerns and challenges. Giving provides 
an opportunity to look beyond our own world and see the bigger 
picture. Our worries and challenges may not seem as significant 
when compared to other people’s situations. 
 
The act of giving kindles self-esteem and brings happiness. 
Scientists have discovered that happiness is related to how much 
gratitude we show. After several years of soul searching, I 
discovered that my unhappiness was due to my want for things to 
fill the void of loneliness. My search for inner happiness led me 
towards gratitude. Yes, I believe that giving makes us happier. But 
don’t take my word for it—try it out for yourself. 
 


