
  Upcoming Events… 
1 Corinthians Class:  Every Tuesday at 12:00 p.m. 

Barnabas Group meeting:  January 31 
 

A RULE 
Author Unknown 

Do all the good you can, 
By all the means you can, 
In all the ways you can, 

In all the places you can, 
At all the times you can, 

To all the people you can, 
As long as ever you can! 

 
February Birthdays 

8  Zoie Perales  25  Mike McKnight 
February Anniversaries 
2  Mike & Morgie McKnight 

 
 
Regular Meeting Times  Church of Christ 
    81-377 Ave 46 
Sunday…………9:45 a.m.  Indio, CA  92201  
Sunday…..........10:45 a.m.  (760) 342-1859 
Sunday………....6:00 p.m.  
Wednesday…….7:00 p.m.  
 
 
   
                      
         
 

 
 
 
 
 

             Preacher: 
      Mike McKnight 
 
 
    (Address Service Requested)     
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THE PROBLEM OF PATIENCE 
By Russ Lawson 

 
We often talk about patience. Most of us have heard the old saying, 
"Lord give me patience and I want it right now!" But have you ever 
thought about what "patience" really means? The dictionary 
definition is: 1. Quality or habit of enduring without complaint. 2. 
The exercise of sustained endurance and preservation. 3. 
Forbearance toward the faults or infirmities of others. 4. Tranquil 
waiting or expectation. 5 Ability to await events without being 
perturbed disquieted or upset. (Funk & Wagnall's Dict.1952). 
 
Actually after looking up the definition I almost felt pretty good 
about myself…. almost….. I actually do pretty well with most of 
those definitions until you read number five. "The ability to await 
events without being perturbed, disquieted or upset." To some of you 
this may come as a surprise, but perhaps not to others. You see one 
of my major problems is that I don’t wait very well. I hate waiting 
in lines and getting in them and only with a strong self-discipline can 
stay in them. I almost completely refuse go to a drive through line of 
any kind waiting for someone else to do something. I hate to sit 
around and wait in offices. I have an extreme problem with sitting 
and waiting and doing nothing. I take books with me almost 
everyplace I go, not because I am so caught up in the book, but it 
drives me crazy to do nothing. 
 
"Patience: the ability to await events without being perturbed, 
disquieted or upset." I like to think that I am better than I was at 
dealing with this problem. My wife assures me that I am, but also 
that I still have a long way to go. 
 
Why consider patience now? Because I have been dealing with a 
new life lesson in the subject…. The past few weeks I have not felt 



too well and of course I kept on pushing myself anyway. You 
guessed it, it got worse rather than better, ended up with doctor’s 
appointments, an emergence room visit, bunches of tests, etc. Ended 
up with the doctor telling me to stay in the house and do nothing but 
rest for the next week, come see him again and we’d see if I could 
do anything. "Stay in the house and do nothing but rest…" Sounds 
nice doesn’t it, but for someone like me it is one of the hardest things 
you could tell me to do. I told someone that I was under "house 
arrest," and that’s kind of what it feels like…. but, I’m working on 
it…. 
 
What does all of this have to do with anything? One of my all time 
favorite scriptures is Isaiah 40:31, "But they that wait upon the 
LORD shall renew their strength; they shall mount up with wings as 
eagles; they shall run, and not be weary; and they shall walk, and 
not faint." I think I am slowly, (very slowly) learning to wait with 
out being perturbed, disquieted or upset. Paul writes in Romans 5:3-
4, "And not only so, but we glory in tribulations also: knowing that 
tribulation (difficulties) worketh patience; And patience, experience; 
and experience, hope:" 
 
Perhaps you have heard the song, "He’s still working on me." That’s 
true of all of us isn’t it? I have a long way to go, but these difficulties 
are strengthening my patience and giving me experience, which is 
my hope for eternity. 
 
Be careful if we ask the Lord for patience; we may not find the life 
lesson easy to deal with. 
 

Taking Turns 
By Dennis Lynn 

 
There is a tender story told about an ailing mother who was resting 
in her bed when her nine-year-old daughter walked in. The daughter 
quietly unfolded a blanket and tucked it around her mother. 
 
“You know, “ the mother said, “It hasn’t been that long since I was 
tucking you in, and now here you are covering me up.” The little girl 
smiled, kissed her on the cheek, whispered, “We take turns,” and 
then skipped out of the room. 

That little girl, with innocence and insight, stated a truth for our time. 
“We take turns” in the family of God when we love each other, serve 
each other, and encourage each other. Let’s not miss the 
opportunities. 
 
Let’s not let them slip by. Let’s keep our eyes and hearts open. Let’s 
remember: we take turns! 
 

THE BIBLE  
By Mel Martin 

 
Origin 

2 Timothy 3:16 -- "All scripture is given by inspiration of 
God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for 
correction, for instruction in righteousness." 
2 Peter 1:21 -- "For the prophecy came not in old time by 
the will of man: but holy men of God spake as they were 
moved by the Holy Ghost." 

 
Purpose 

Psalm 119:105 -- "Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and a 
light unto my path." 
2 Timothy 3:16,17 -- "All scripture is given by inspiration 
of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for 
correction, for instruction in righteousness: that the man of 
God may be perfect, throughly furnished unto all good 
works." 
John 20:31 -- "But these things are written that ye might 
believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that 
believing ye might have life through his name." 

 
Indestructible 

Matthew 24:35 -- "Heaven and earth shall pass away, but 
my words shall not pass away." 
1 Peter 1:25 -- "But the word of the Lord endureth forever. 
And this is the word which by the gospel is preached unto 
you." 


