
Please welcome… 
 
Preaching for us today is Bruce Evans from Winnetka.  Be sure to 
welcome him and thank him!  

Being Like Jesus  
“…one who says he abides in Him ought himself to walk in the 
same manner as He walked.”  1 John 2:6  
“Be imitators of me, just as I also am of Christ.”  1 Corinthians 
11:1  
“For you have been called for this purpose, since Christ also 
suffered for you, leaving you an example for you to follow in His 
steps…”  1 Peter 2:21  
“Have this attitude in yourselves which was also in Christ 
Jesus…”  Philippians 2:5 
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A Desire For Heaven 
By Wayne Coats 

 
It is the truth that no normal person can live in heaven without 
having a strong desire to enter therein. It is said of the ancient 
Hebrews that, “Now they desire a better country...” (Hebrews 
11:16). The country in which we live is indeed a sorry place from 
several viewpoints. The law of Jehovah is spurned, rejected, denied 
and often laughed at. The morals of the country are scarcely above 
that of rats and rabbits. Political chicanery and dishonesty runs 
rampant. Faithful children of God often despair and long for better 
days. It matters not how wicked this old world gets, the Christian 
must continue to live and walk by faith (2 Corinthians 5:7).   
         
We can have many desires but none can equal the desire for a 
better country. We can follow the example of these ancient 
Hebrews who desired a better country. Those faithful people were 
busy seeking a better country (Hebrews 11:14). Almighty God does 
not force His abode on careless people. 
 
Hebrews chapter 11 presents a portrait of those who offered unto 
God a more excellent sacrifice. Consider the great effort which the 
people expended. It was by faith that “the elders obtained a good 
report” (Hebrews 11:2). God rewards those who, “diligently seek 
him” (v.6). Abraham desired the city which had foundations whose 
builder and maker is God (v.10). The walls of Jericho fell down 
after they were compassed about seven days (v.30). 
 
God hath prepared for His people a city which should be desired 
above all else. The city of God is a heavenly place. It is the 
“habitation of God.” “The LORD looketh from heaven; he 
beholdeth all the sons of men. From the place of his habitation he 
looketh upon all the inhabitants of the earth” (Psalms 33:13-14). 



God has provided some better thing for us (Hebrews 11:40). Why 
will people refuse to live and walk by faith, rejecting the better 
things of God? 
 
The provision of God holds in store a better resurrection (Hebrews 
11:35). Such will be a better place.  There will be no pain, nor 
sickness in that better place. Can we not think what it will be, and 
thus desire to live in heaven? 
 
The peerless apostle not only wanted to be saved, but he wanted 
others to reap the reward. He declared, “...my heart’s desire and 
prayer to God for Israel is, that they might be saved. For I bear 
them record that they have a zeal of God, but not according to 
knowledge. For they being ignorant of God’s righteousness, and 
going about to establish their own righteousness, have not 
submitted themselves unto the righteousness of God” (Romans 
10:1-2).  
 
The apostle wrote, “For in this we groan, earnestly desiring to be 
clothed upon with our house which is from heaven. If so be that 
being clothed we shall not be found naked. For we that are in this 
tabernacle do groan, being burdened: not for that we would be 
unclothed, but clothed upon, that mortality might be swallowed up 
of life” (2 Cor. 5:2-4). We sincerely trust that each reader will 
earnestly desire to inherit life eternal with the Savior. Think of the 
alternative. 
 
The apostle worked and prayed that others might be saved. He 
declared, “And we desire that every one of you do shew the same 
diligence to the full assurance of hope unto the end: That ye be not 
slothful, but followers of them who through faith and patience 
inherit the promises” (Heb. 6:11-12). 
 

 The Beauty of Jesus 
By Charlie Davis 

 
“Let the beauty of Jesus Be Seen” is the title of a very beautiful 
song.:  “Let the beauty of Jesus be seen in me, All His wonderful 
passion and purity;  May His spirit divine all my being refine, Let 
the beauty of Jesus be seen in me.” 
 
Holiness really amounts to the beauty of Jesus in our lives.  “True 

holiness does not consist merely of believing and feeling, but of 
doing and hearing, and practical exhibition of active and passive 
grace.  Our tongues, our tempers, our natural passions and 
inclinations—our conduct as parents and children, masters and 
servants, husbands and wives, rulers and subjects—our dress, our 
employment of time, our behavior in business, our demeanor in 
sickness and health, in riches and in poverty—all these are matters 
which are fully treated by inspired writers.” 
 
“When your burden is heavy and hard to bear/; When your 
neighbors refuse all your load to share; When you’re feeling so 
blue; Don’t know just what to do, Let the beauty of Jesus be seen in 
you.” 
 

Blessing Others Beyond Our Years 
By Steve Higginbotham 

 
Those of you who are history buffs may know the significance of 
the date, April 14, 1865.  This was the day President Abraham 
Lincoln was shot by John Wilkes Booth.  However, something else 
of significance happened on that day of which you may not be 
aware.  Earlier on this very day, President Lincoln signed into law 
a piece of legislation that created the Secret Service. 
 
I found this historical tidbit to be rather ironic.  Although Lincoln, 
himself wasn't able to benefit from this piece of legislation, he was 
able to bless the lives of other Presidents who would follow him. 
 
This caused me to ask a question I believe is worthy of 
consideration.  Are we willing to invest ourselves in the future?  
Are we willing to work to secure blessings for others that we will 
never realize?  Are we willing to sacrifice so that others we don't 
even know will reap the benefits? 
 
It's not easy. We want to enjoy the fruits of our own labor.  But 
selflessness is a quality that makes us more like Jesus.  Friends, 
invest in your children so their lives are blessed long after you're 
gone.  Sacrifice and invest in the church in such a way that 
Christians you don't even know will be blessed by the fruits of your 
labor; fruits you, yourself may never see.  Let's sacrifice, invest, 
and lose ourselves in others so that after we are dead and gone, we 
are a blessing to others. 
 


