
FYI 
 
Evangelism class:  Friday, August 12 at 7:00 p.m. at McKnight 
home. 
Business meeting:  changed to Sunday, August 21 at 4:30 p.m. 
 

Read through the Bible in 2016! 
 (Submitted by Mike McKnight) 

Suggested chapters to read so that we might read through the entire 
Bible during 2016!   This week’s “schedule”: 

•   Day 214 - 2 Kings 20-21  Monday 
•   Day 215 - 2 Chronicles 32-33  Tuesday 
•   Day 216 - Nahum 1-3  Wednesday 
•   Day 217 - 2 Kings 22-23; 2 Chronicles 34-35  Thursday 
•   Day 218 - Zephaniah 1-3  Friday 
•   Day 219 - Jeremiah 1-3  Saturday 
•   Day 220 - Jeremiah 4-6  Sunday 

 
August Birthdays 

4  Noah Perales   6  Gigi Zamarripa 12  Debbie Hoffman          
16  Nick Hoffman 19  Keith Lovelady 25  Pat Limburg     

August Anniversary 
2  Buddy & Dolly Cashion  12  Barrett & Rhea Hoffman 

 
 
Regular Meeting Times  Church of Christ 
    81-377 Ave 46 
Sunday…………9:45 a.m.  Indio, CA  92201  
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Wednesday…….7:00 p.m.  
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Evangelism…(part 4) 
 

This is a last part of an article, we started recently, by Allen 
Webster…some scriptures referenced have been written out so we 
don’t have to look them up…and “you” has been changed to “we” 
in parts of the article. 
 
Seizing Opportunities to Shine the Light to Strangers 
 
STRANGERS 
God has always looked out for strangers.  
Moses said, “For the Lord your God is God of gods, and Lord of 
lords, a great God, a mighty, and a terrible, which regardeth not 
persons, nor taketh reward: He doth execute the judgment of the 
fatherless and widow, and loveth the stranger, in giving him food 
and raiment. Love ye therefore the stranger: for ye were strangers 
in the land of Egypt” (Deuteronomy 10:17-19). He commanded 
Israel, “Thou shalt neither vex a stranger, nor oppress him: for ye 
were strangers in the land of Egypt” (Exodus 22:21). “Also thou 
shalt not oppress a stranger: for ye know the heart of a stranger, 
seeing ye were strangers in the land of Egypt” (Exodus 23:9). Moses 
named his firstborn son Gershom, which means “refugee” “for he 
said, I have been a stranger in a strange land” (Exodus 2:22). 
 
“Nor shall you glean your vineyard, nor shall you gather the fallen 
fruit of your vineyard; you shall leave them for the needy and for the 
stranger. I am the LORD your God.”  (Leviticus 19:10).  “When thou 
beatest thine olive tree, thou shalt not go over the boughs again: it 
shall be for the stranger, for the fatherless, and for the widow” 
(Deuteronomy 24:20). “The stranger who resides with you shall be 
to you as the native among you, and you shall love him as yourself, 
for you were aliens in the land of Egypt; I am the LORD your God.”  
(Leviticus 19:34). 



One of the things that distinguished Abraham and Job as great 
servants of Jehovah was their attitude toward strangers. Abraham 
was gracious to the angels who passed his way before he knew they 
were anything but passing strangers (Genesis 18). Job said, “The 
stranger did not lodge in the street: but I opened my doors to the 
traveler” (Job 31:32). 
 
In the New Testament, blessings are pronounced upon those who are 
considerate of strangers: “Then the King will say to those on His 
right, ‘Come, you who are blessed of My Father, inherit the kingdom 
prepared for you from the foundation of the world.  For I was 
hungry, and you gave Me something to eat; I was thirsty, and you 
gave Me something to drink; I was a stranger, and you invited Me 
in…” (Matthew 25:34-35). 
 
The Spirit commanded, “Let love of the brethren continue.  Do not 
neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for by this some 
have entertained angels without knowing it.  Remember the 
prisoners, as though in prison with them, and those who are ill-
treated, since you yourselves also are in the body.”  (Hebrews 13:1-
3). Gaius was approved of John with these words: “Beloved, you are 
acting faithfully in whatever you accomplish for the brethren, 
and especially when they are strangers; and they have testified to 
your love before the church.”  (3 John 1:5-6). 
 
Why does God place so much emphasis on strangers? Each stranger 
has a soul made in His image (Genesis 1:26). Each stranger is loved 
by God more than he can comprehend (John 3:16). Each stranger 
was purchased by the precious blood of God’s only Son (1 Peter 
1:18-19). Each stranger needs to know about the most wonderful 
person who ever lived—Jesus (Isaiah 9:6; John 7:46; John 14:6; Acts 
4:12; 1 Corinthians 3:11). Each stranger needs to know that Jesus is 
coming back (Matthew 24:36 – 25:46). Each stranger will one day 
stand before God to be judged according to the deeds done in the 
body, whether good or bad (2 Corinthians 5:10). 
 
God places emphasis on strangers, too, because we can never get the 
gospel to the whole world by teaching only those we know 
personally. There are presently about 2.1 million New Testament 
Christians in the United States, and there are 307,901,825 citizens. 
In order for each lost American to have an opportunity to be saved, 

each Christian must personally reach 147 on average. If American 
Christians are to reach the whole world (6.8 billion people), then 
each of us has to reach 3238 people. Further, untold millions are 
dying untold. The death rate is at the highest it has been in the history 
of the world: 
 

•   57.9 million people die each year 
•   158,857 people die each day (66,000 people of these die 

having had no access to the gospel in their lifetime) 
•   6,619 people die each hour 
•   110 people die each minute 
•   1.64 people die each second. 

 
The Good Samaritan teaches us the lesson of tragedy benevolence 
and evangelism (Luke 10). Jesus’ parable was used to illustrate that 
our neighbor is anyone in need. Though it does not speak directly of 
evangelism, it demonstrates the principle that we should be ready to 
help all victims, any time. We should help them physically—getting 
them treatment for wounds and disease. We should help them 
financially—meeting their need for food, clothing, and shelter. We 
should help them mentally and emotionally—providing them 
counseling and professional attention for their inner wounds. 
 
But most of all we should help them spiritually—saving the soul is 
infinitely more important than saving their bodies and minds. 
Redeeming them for God is far more meaningful than reclaiming 
them for society. This reminds us that the goal of all physical 
assistance should be to lead the person to Jesus for spiritual 
assistance. The applications from this example include reaching out 
to the victims of society (abused/abandoned children, battered 
women, sexually abused). We should not shy away from helping 
those who have been given up as unsalvageable by society. 
 
Lydia is an example of stranger evangelism (Acts 16:14-15). She 
must have had to overcome her fear of a strange man who came up 
to talk to her. This teaches us that we should go where the people 
are. We should go where people are in the mood or frame of mind 
for religion and spiritual discussions (the Internet for instance). 
Lydia shows that professional and wealthy people also make 
prospects for conversion. 


