
Compassion & Giving to Others 
 
“No one has ever become poor by giving.”  - Anne Frank – 
 
“If we have no peace, it is because we have forgotten that we 
belong to each other.”  - Mother Theresa – 
 
“Too often we underestimate the power of a touch, a smile, a kind 
word, a listening ear, an honest compliment, or the smallest act of 
caring, all of which have the potential to turn a life around.”  
- Leo Buscaglia – 
 
“Some people think only intellect counts: knowing how to solve 
problems, knowing how to get by, knowing how to identify an 
advantage and seize it. But the functions of intellect are 
insufficient without courage, love, friendship, compassion, and 
empathy.”  - Dean Koontz - 
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Compassion and caring… 
 

Napoleon Bonaparte 
 
To whittle away the hours of almost twenty years of imprisonment 
(except for an aborted attempt at regaining his empire), Napoleon 
made an in-depth study of the life and person of Jesus Christ. His 
conclusion will interest you: 
 

I know men; and I tell you that Jesus is not a man. 
Everything in Him amazes me. Comparison is impossible 
between Him and any other being in the world. His ideas 
and His sentiments; the truth that He announces; His 
manner of convincing; are all beyond humanity and the 
natural order of things. I defy you to cite another life like 
that of Christ. 

 
The Infinite came down to earth in the form of an infant; He 
who spans the heavens and holds the ocean in the hollow of 
His hand condescended to hang upon a woman’s breast—
the King eternal became a little child. Let Bethlehem tell 
that He had compassion. There was no way of saving us but 
by stooping to us. To bring earth up to heaven, He must 
bring heaven down to earth. Therefore, in the incarnation, 
He had compassion, for He took upon Himself our 
infirmities, and was made like unto ourselves. Matchless 
pity, indeed! 
 

“Truly this man was the Son of God.”  
Mark 15:39 

 



Important People 
 
Take this quiz: 

• Name	  the	  (ive	  wealthiest	  people	  in	  the	  world.	  
• Name	  the	  last	  *ive	  Heisman	  trophy	  winners.	  
• Name	  the	  last	  *ive	  'Miss	  Americas.'	  
• Name	  ten	  people	  who	  have	  won	  the	  Nobel	  or	  Pulitzer	  

prize.	  
• Name	  the	  last	  half	  dozen	  Academy	  Award	  winners	  for	  

best	  actor	  and	  actress.	  
• Name	  the	  last	  decade's	  World	  Series	  winners.	  

 
How did you do? Remember these are no second-rate achievers. 
They are the best in their fields. But the applause dies. Awards 
tarnish. Achievements are forgotten. Accolades and certificates are 
buried with their owners. Few remember yesterday's headliners. 
 
Here's another quiz. See how you do on this one:  

• List	  three	  teachers	  who	  aided	  your	  journey	  through	  
school.	  

• Name	  &ive	  friends	  who	  have	  helped	  you	  through	  a	  
dif$icult	  time.	  

• Name	  two	  people	  who	  have	  taught	  you	  something	  
worthwhile.	  

• Think	  of	  ten	  people	  who	  have	  made	  you	  feel	  appreciated	  
and	  special.	  

• Think	  of	  ten	  people	  with	  whom	  you	  enjoy	  spending	  
time.	  

• Name	  half	  a	  dozen	  heroes	  whose	  stories	  have	  inspired	  
you.	  

 
Easier? Those who make a difference in our lives are not those 
with the most credentials, money, or awards. They are the ones 
who care the most. 
 

'...when he saw him, he had compassion on him…' 
Luke 10:33 

 
 

No Little Grief 
By Wade Webster 

 
Mark Twain observed, “Nothing that grieves us can be called little: 
by the eternal laws of proportion a child’s loss of a doll and a 
king’s loss of a crown are events of the same size.” 
  
It seems to me that we often minimize our cares. Sadly, we 
sometimes think that our problems are too little to talk about or to 
pray about. We think that others will think that we are making a big 
deal out of nothing. However, the Bible instructs us to cast “all” of 
our “care” upon Christ because “He careth” for us (1 Peter 5:7). 
Please note that it does not say that we are to cast just our big cares 
upon Him. We are to cast all of our cares, big and small, upon Him. 
If it concerns us, it matters to Him. After all, we are His bride 
(Ephesians 5:22-33). A loving husband cares about what troubles 
his wife. It matters because she matters. 
  
In addition to minimizing our own cares, we sometimes minimize 
one another’s cares. Often things that seem big to one person seem 
small to another. For example, the loss of a pet can be a huge loss 
for one person, but a minimal loss for another. After all, one might 
reason, a pet isn’t a person. While this is true, people can get 
awfully attached to their pets. As many of us know, pets provide 
faithful companionship and unconditional love. Compassion 
requires us to be of one mind with another (1 Peter 3:8). We must 
see the cares of others as they do and treat them as we would want 
to be treated (Matthew 7:12). We must guard against seeing the 
cares of others as insignificant. The cares of others are not 
insignificant. Their cares are significant because they are 
significant. It is not our duty to judge whether another’s burden is 
big or small, but rather to help them to bear it (Galatians 6:2). 
  
I hope that the considerations set forth in this article will help all of 
us to be more compassionate. The closer we get to the Lord and 
one another, the harder it will be for the devil to get into our lives. 
   


