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Ladies Bible Class:  Today, August 21

Business meeting:  Today, August 21 at 4:30 p.m.

Read through the Bible in 2016!
 (Submitted by Mike McKnight)
Suggested chapters to read so that we might read through the entire Bible during 2016!   This week’s “schedule”:
· Day 228 - Jeremiah 32-34  Monday
· Day 229 - Jeremiah 35-37  Tuesday
· Day 230 - Jeremiah 38-40; Psalms 74, 79  Wednesday
· Day 231 - 2 Kings 24-25; 2 Chronicles 36  Thursday
· Day 232 - Habakkuk 1-3  Friday
· Day 233 - Jeremiah 41-45  Saturday
· Day 234 - Jeremiah 46-48  Sunday

August Birthdays
4  Noah Perales  	6  Gigi Zamarripa	12  Debbie Hoffman          16  Nick Hoffman	19  Keith Lovelady	25  Pat Limburg    
August Anniversary
2  Buddy & Dolly Cashion  12  Barrett & Rhea Hoffman


Regular Meeting Times		Church of Christ
				81-377 Ave 46
Sunday…………9:45 a.m.		Indio, CA  92201 
Sunday…..........10:45 a.m.		(760) 342-1859
Sunday………....6:00 p.m. 
Wednesday…….7:00 p.m. 
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Hope, an Anchor for the Soul
By Jack McNiel

An anchor is a heavy object that is used to make fast a vessel at sea. It prevents the ship from moving either with the current or from the force of wind, or both.  A vessel at anchor is safe so long as its anchor holds, but if the anchor slips and if a shoal or reef is near, the vessel could run aground and perhaps even sink. Clearly, ships need anchors.  But, have we ever thought how much we need an anchor? I am not talking about a ball and chain to hold us physically in place, but rather a spiritual anchor for our soul.

The Christian’s hope is the sure and steadfast anchor for his or her soul, “Which hope we have as an anchor of the soul, both sure and steadfast…” (Heb. 5:19a).  What was the hope to which the inspired writer was referring?  And, just what is hope anyway?  The English word “hope” is defined by Dictionary.com as, “a wish or desire accompanied by confident expectation of its fulfillment…”  The Greek word most often translated as hope in the New Testament carries the idea of anticipation with joy and confidence.

Simply put, hope is a desire plus a realistic expectation of its eventual fulfillment.  The particular hope that is referred to by the Hebrew writer is God’s promise of eternal salvation to all who are faithful and obedient to him, as expressed in Heb. 6:9-11 “But, beloved, we are persuaded better things of you, and things that accompany salvation, though we thus speak. For God is not unrighteous to forget your work and labor of love, which ye have shewed toward his name, in that ye have ministered to the saints, and do minister.  And we desire that every one of you do shew the same diligence to the full assurance of hope unto the end…”

Hope is also a realistic expectation that is based upon evidence, “That by two immutable things, in which it was impossible for God to lie, we might have a strong consolation, who have fled for refuge to lay hold upon the hope set before us…” (Heb. 6:18).  The evidence for our hope of salvation is based on two indisputable facts.  The first of these immutable facts is that it is impossible for God to lie (Heb. 6:18; Titus 1:2).  Therefore, He will perform his oaths and promises, even as He did with Abraham (Heb. 6:12-17).  The second immutable fact is that Christ made it possible for sinful man to be reconciled to back to God (Heb. 6:19-20; Eph. 2:14-16).  Heb. 6:19b-20 states “…which entereth into that within the veil; whither the forerunner is for us entered, even Jesus, made an high priest for ever after the order of Melchisedec.”  “That within the veil…” refers to the Holy of Holies within the tabernacle where the Ark of the Covenant was kept and where only the high priest could enter.  The ark represented the presence of God.  Therefore, to enter “within the veil” means to come into the presence of God. Christ, as the “forerunner” for us, has gone before to make a way for us to follow so that we too, could enjoy the presence of God in eternity, even as he promised in John 14:3, “And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto myself; that where I am, there ye may be also.”  Christ is the forerunner of our salvation and He is the Eternal High Priest who mediates between man and God, bringing reconciliation.  Thus He is, “an high priest forever after the order of Melchisedec.”

Hope is what enables Christian to withstand the various storms of life.  Without the Christian hope to anchor his soul, man will drift through life without any direction; driven to and fro with every wind and current that comes along.  Man’s only hope is in Jesus Christ. Our hope is founded upon the immutable facts of God’s faithfulness and of Christ’s atoning sacrifice.

Another interesting fact about anchors is that the more wind blows and the current strains against a firmly grounded anchor, the deeper into the sea floor it digs and the more firmly it holds on.  The same is true with our anchoring hope.  Paul describes this process taking place as we patiently endure hardship and tribulation, “and rejoice in hope of the glory of God. And not only so, but we glory in tribulations also: knowing that tribulation worketh patience; And patience, experience; and experience, hope: And hope maketh not ashamed; because the love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost which is given unto us…” (Rom. 5:2-5). This anchoring of hope can also be strengthened as we observe how other faithful children of God were able to endure the trials and hardships because of the hope that God provides, “For whatsoever things were written aforetime were written for our learning, that we through patience and comfort of the scriptures might have hope”. (Rom. 15:4).

Truly, “We have an anchor that keeps the soul steadfast and sure while the billows roll; Fastened to the rock which cannot move; Grounded firm and deep in the Savior’s love.” -Priscilla Owens, 1882.

 Jesus gives hope—the hope of eternal life.
By Roger Campbell

Unlike many people who stumble through life with no direction, Christians have a goal, and a way to accomplish that goal. Faithful saints know they are headed toward an incomparable destination, the eternal city of God!  Jesus is their way to reach the goal—the only way to the Father in heaven (John 14:6), and He is our single hope (1 Timothy 1:1).

Jesus taught that eternal life is available in the world or age to come (Mark 10:30). We live “in hope of eternal life” (Titus 1:2). Stated another way, the Lord has begotten us unto a lively hope (1 Peter 1:3).

Unto what are we looking with desire, expectation, and anticipation? The next verse has these words: “To an inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled, and that fadeth not away, reserved in heaven for you.”  Simply put, our hope is to live forever in heaven.  There is no other hope that compares to this one!

Here is the great thing: it is not limited to just a few people. All people everywhere are invited to come and share in the blessings that God has arranged in and through His Son (Matthew 11:28).

“Come and see” John 1:39
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