
 
Philippians 3:13   

“…forgetting what lies behind and reaching forward to 
what lies ahead…”  

Our new preacher, Mike McKnight and his wife Morgie, along 
with their three boys, Noah, Daniel and “new arrival”, Joseph 
Samuel are here today!  A Big Indio Welcome!!   

Bon Voyage…  
We have been blessed, again this year, by the attendance of the 
Cornelius family for the past several months.  Today is their last 
Sunday with us…until next January.  Please thank them for all their 
assistance and contributions to us here. 
 

April Birthdays 
   
 1  Daniel McKnight    11  Dolly Cashion   23  Shannon Hudson 
 3  Amanda Hoffman    16  Alana Hudson   26  Stori Rose Hoffman 
 6  Susan Hudson    17  Belva Meanor   

April Anniversaries 
 

19  Bill & Kena Brown  
 
Regular Meeting Times  Church of Christ 
    81-377 Ave 46 
Sunday…………9:45 a.m.  Indio, CA  92201  
Sunday…..........10:45 a.m.  (760) 342-1859 
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Wednesday…….7:00 p.m.  
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“Growth and Opportunity”  
Going Where the Puck is Going 

By Steven E. Yeatts 
 

I truly enjoy sports, both playing and watching.  Of course, when it 
comes to playing sports, the old adage, "the older I get, the better I 
used to be," becomes more and more apropos each time I lace up 
my basketball shoes.  One of the most profound sports quotes I 
have heard is attributed to professional hockey great, Wayne 
Gretzky.  He was once asked why he was such a prolific scorer and 
his response was to the effect: "I go where the puck is going, not 
where the puck has been."  The profundity of that statement 
certainly has relevant application to the Lord's church.  Does the 
leadership of the local congregation have a vision for the future of 
the work, or are they looking back over their shoulder to where the 
puck has been, thereby missing opportunities for growth and 
increased effectiveness as times move on? 
 
Solomon penned in the Proverbs, "Where there is no vision, the 
people perish" (Proverbs 29:18).  I understand that the word vision 
here makes reference to prophecy and how without a regular 
revelation the people would cast off restraint (as the ASV 1901 
renders the word perish). However, if you will indulge an 
accommodative use of this verse, the application rings true 
regarding Christians today.  When the leadership of the local 
church has no vision, no ideas, no goals for the future, the people 
will suffer and in some cases may perish spiritually.  Though we 
have no guarantee of tomorrow and certainly not all year (James 
4:13), it is still appropriate to focus and to set forth goals towards 
which the congregation can aspire as they labor in the vineyard. 
The dreamer Joseph was despised by his brothers and 
misunderstood by his father, yet his dreams became a reality 
because he focused on God the entire time and never lost sight of 
his original vision (Genesis 37:1-11; Genesis 50:20). 



The Apostle Paul wrote of his plans for a visit to the Romans 
(Romans 15:23-25) and was single-minded in his focus of 
forgetting past things and moving forward towards those things that 
were most meaningful in a spiritual sense (Philippians 3:13-14).  I 
urge the leadership of all congregations to make plans, to set goals, 
to share a vision with the people for the future of the work of the 
local church, and then to lead them effectively towards that end.  It 
is difficult for the congregation to move forward collectively unless 
they go where the puck is going and avoid the redundancy and 
futility of going where the puck has been. 
 

Close the Gate 
(from Housetohouse.com) 

 
Two men were deep in discussion as they walked down a country 
road. On the way home, they decided that they would take a 
shortcut through a field where some cattle were grazing. As they 
talked and enjoyed one another's company, they soon reached the 
other side. One of the men suddenly ran back across the pasture. 
He had left the gate open behind them, and the cattle would soon 
be out. As the man walked back to his friend, he remembered the 
last words an old friend had said to his sons and daughters just 
minutes before his death. His wise counsel was, As you travel 
down life's pathway, remember to close the gates behind you. 
 
Some people have a fetish for closing doors, gates, and drawers. 
Others seem to always leave them open. The dying man's advice 
had little to do with either. He wanted the children to know that 
despite life's bad - sins, disappointments, heartbreaks, disasters, 
failures, losses - one must not allow the negative to follow him 
through life. We must confess sins but leave them behind, learn 
from mistakes but move on, forget the disappointments but look 
beyond them. 
 
The past can dog our steps, or it can provide us with information, 
experience, and insight for the future. Paul had some advise about 
closing gates when he said, “forgetting those things which are 
behind, and reaching forth to those things which are before, I press 
toward the mark” (Philippians 3:13-14). 

 
 

Eddie Robinson and Church Growth 
By Mark Howell 

 
Eddie Robinson has coached his last game as head coach of 
Grambling University.  Some are asking, Who is Eddie Robinson? 
For those who don't know, he is the winningest college football 
coach of all time (surpassing even the beloved Bear Bryant by a 
little less than 100 games).  He has coached at what is now 
Grambling since 1941 with his last game having been on 
November 29, 1997. 
 
I don't know much about Coach Rob (as his players called him).  I 
don't know what kind of life he has lived or anything about his 
morals.  What I do know is what he said about his philosophy of 
coaching, and I like it.  From what I can tell after hearing an 
interview a few days ago, Coach Rob's philosophy is to build the 
man and a winning season will follow.  He said he was not 
concerned with how many games he had won but how many boys 
he had helped to be better men.  You know, he has something there 
(at least it has worked for him for more than 50 years). 
 
I wonder how often we get caught up in church programs and 
forget who makes up the church.  We all know the church is made 
of individuals who are seeking to be pleasing to the Lord.  We all 
know that winning souls is done most often one individual at a 
time.  Perhaps we need to be careful to pay attention to individuals. 
If we placed our prime emphasis on building individual Christians 
would congregations be stronger?  If we sought to help every 
individual be as faithful and productive as possible, would numbers 
follow (as with the case of Robinson's win record)?  Jesus taught 
the multitudes (Matthew 5:1-2), but He also spent time with 
individuals (John 3:1ff; John 4:1ff). 
 
May our eyes never grow so dim as to only see congregations and 
programs.  Each individual must stand before God (Romans 14:12). 
Because of this, let us focus our attention on these individuals who 
are constantly struggling to press toward heaven.  


