
  Upcoming Events… 
1 Corinthians Class:  Every Tuesday at 12:00 p.m. 

Business Meeting:  next Sunday, May 7 at 4:00 p.m. 
Mothers’ Day:  May 14 

Ladies’ Bible Class:  May 21 
Barnabas Group Meeting:  May 30 

 
 

Quotation about Perseverance 
 
“Nothing in the world can take the place of persistence. Talent will 
not; nothing is more common than unsuccessful men with talent. 
Genius will not; unrewarded genius is almost a proverb. Education 
will not; the world is full of educated derelicts. Persistence and 
determination alone are omnipotent. The slogan Press On! has 
solved and always will solve the problems of the human race.”    
- Calvin Coolidge - 
 
 

May Birthdays 
2  Peggy Woodruff    9  Kurt McGraw    15  Kena Brown 
  
 
 
Regular Meeting Times  Church of Christ 
    81-377 Ave 46 
Sunday…………9:45 a.m.  Indio, CA  92201  
Sunday…..........10:45 a.m.  (760) 342-1859 
Sunday………....6:00 p.m.  
Wednesday…….7:00 p.m.  
 
 
   
                      
         
 

 
 
 
 
 

             Preacher: 
      Mike McKnight 
 
 
    (Address Service Requested)     
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Don't Quit 

By Bubba Carrier 
 
The first time I tried to march and play drums at the same time, I was 
terrible. When I concentrated on playing a steady beat, I marched out 
of step; when I focused on marching in line, I played off beat. After 
the first week, I went to the band director and told him that marching 
band was not for me and that he shouldn't expect me at any more of 
the rehearsals. I'll never forget what he said to me "Bubba, I didn't 
think you were a quitter." That cut through me like a knife. 
 
We don't like to be called quitters, but we sure act like them. We try 
various hobbies and crafts for a while, and if we don't enjoy them as 
much as we originally thought we would, we toss them aside and 
move on to something else. How many have picked up the game of 
golf only to throw it back down a couple of weeks later? What about 
attempting to learn a musical instrument? Even those who make a 
substantial investment in their potential interest — equipment, 
lessons, accessories — give up after their initial failure. 
 
If we're not careful, we allow this mentality to carry over into our 
spiritual thinking. With high ambitions and fiery spirits, we march 
into the battlefield of life full of vigor and ready to conquer anything 
that crosses our path. Yet the first time our courage is demanded 
because of some obstacle or hurdle that lies in front of us, we 
abandon the Lord and run the other way. The excitement that fueled 
us at first is lost because we recognize that some exertion is required 
of us or an unanticipated conflict must be resolved. Even those who 
make a considerable investment in the Lord's work — time, energy, 
resources drop out long before the race is won. 
 
Quitting is easy because it involves no effort, no commitment. The 
world convinces us that life is self-centered and that we must do 
anything and everything to make ourselves comfortable and content. 
This philosophy implies eliminating that which causes discomfort 
and discord; things like our marriage, our religion, even our own life. 



Let’s reflect on these simple suggestions the next time we encounter 
the temptation to quit the Lord. 
 
Trust in God 
Faith is not simply believing in the existence of God, it involves 
putting our complete confidence and trust in Him. He has promised, 
"I will never leave you, nor will I ever forsake you" (Hebrews 13:5). 
Even in our darkest hour, when it seems that all hope is gone, He is 
standing by our side, ready to help us overcome our adversaries. 
Those who abandon Him have not totally surrendered their fears and 
worries and are attempting to live life on their own. Place our 
confidence in God that He will lead us through the difficult times 
and build us up so that we can endure them. If we never forsake Him, 
He has promised that He will never leave us. Trust Him. 
 
Finish what we start 
Jesus did. He came to this earth with a mission, to fulfill an 
incredible plan to save men from their sins, and He did not allow one 
thing to step in His way…not the devil, not the apostles, not the 
scribes and Pharisees. 
 
Paul told Timothy to "be sober in all things, endure hardship, do the 
work of an evangelist, fulfill your ministry" (II Timothy 4:5). The 
young preacher was to expect trials and setbacks, frustrations and 
anxieties, but he was to endure them with patience and persistence 
and not give up. Paul knew about hardships; "five times I received 
from the Jews thirty—nine lashes, three times was I beaten with rods, 
once I was stoned, three times was I shipwrecked ..." (II Corinthians 
11:24-27). Do you think he considered calling it quits a time or two? 
Yet through it all, he continued to trust in God and that allowed him 
to finish what he started. 
 
Remember the big picture 
Heaven is for those who have endured and those who have 
conquered, not for those who have given up. Since Paul had fought 
the fight and kept the faith, he was confident in his eternal destiny 
— "in the future there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, 
which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will award to me on that day; 
and not only to me, but to all those who have loved his appearing" 
(II Timothy 4:8). 
 
 

Remember where we're going 
It's easy to get distracted by the temporal things that this life has to 
offer; they cause us worry and tempt us to throw in the towel and 
quit. They make service to God seem less important and 
perseverance impossible. At the judgment, those who have endured 
and those who have given up will be separated, and the ones who 
have kept the faith will receive their crown of life. Won't the 
temporal things seem so insignificant then? 
 
Consider the poem of Jill Wolf: 

Don't quit when the tide is the lowest, for it's just about to turn,  
Don't quit over doubts and questions, for there's something you 

may learn.  
Don't quit when the night is darkest, for it's just a while till dawn;  
Don't quit when you've run the farthest, for the race is almost won.  
Don't quit when the hill is steepest; for your goal is almost nigh;  

Don't quit, for you're not a failure until you fail to try. 
Fight the good fight, finish the course, keep the faith, and whatever 

you do, don't quit. 
 

The Power of Example and Perseverance 
(excerpts from Pulpit Commentary, Revelation) 

 
Many a dear one lies spiritually at the point of death, and if we have 
gone to Christ with the entreaty that He will come and heal, we are 
not to despair of our prayer being answered. We may not see the 
answer in this world — God’s providence may have rendered that 
impossible, but still we are never to give up hope. “It is told of a 
woman who prayed long for her husband, how she used to attend a 
certain meeting house in the north of England; but her husband never 
went with her. He was a drinking, swearing man, and she had much 
anguish of heart about him. She never ceased to pray, and yet she 
never saw any result. She went to the meeting house quite alone, 
with this exception, that a dog always went with her, and this faithful 
animal would curl himself up under the seat, and lie quiet during the 
service. When she was dead, her husband was still unsaved, but 
doggie went to the meeting house. His master wondered whatever 
the faithful animal did at the service. Curiosity made him follow the 
good creature. The dog led him down the aisle to his dear old 
mistress’s seat. The man sat on the seat, and the dog curled himself 
up as usual. God guided the minister that day; the Word came with 
power, and that man wept till he found the Saviour” (Spurgeon).  


