
Read through the Bible in 2016! 
 (Submitted by Mike McKnight) 

Suggested chapters to read so that we might read through the entire 
Bible during 2016.!   This week’s “schedule”: 

•   Day 88 - Joshua 22-24  Monday 
•   Day 89 - Judges 1-2  Tuesday 
•   Day 90 - Judges 3-5   Wednesday 
•   Day 91 - Judges 6-7   Thursday 
•   Day 92 - Judges 8-9   Friday 
•   Day 93 - Judges 10-12   Saturday 
•   Day 94 - Judges 13-15   Sunday 

 
April Birthdays 

 
 1  Daniel McKnight    11  Dolly Cashion    23  Shannon Hudson 
3 Amanda Hoffman   16  Alana Hudson    26  Stori Rose Hoffman 
 6  Susan Hudson   17  Belva Meanor  
 

April Anniversaries 
9  Bill & Kena Brown 
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What God Wants 
by Jay Kelley 

“He has showed you, O man, what is good. And what does the LORD 
require of you? To act justly and to love mercy and to walk humbly 
with your God.”  Micah 6:8 These three things - act justly, love 
mercy and walk humbly - are the focus of a Christ-centered life. 

God expects His people to treat others fairly.  Jesus summed that up 
in the Golden Rule. Fair treatment means a day's work for a day's 
pay, whether you are the worker or the payer.  It means a fair shake 
for everyone with whom we deal, regardless of our personal 
feelings. It means standing up for right when it isn't 
popular.  Ultimately, it means doing what God tells us to do all the 
time. 

To love mercy is more than being merciful.  It is one thing to 
grudgingly give mercy to those who deserve otherwise because God 
has ordered it as though we were children ordered to make up after 
a fight.  It is quite another to love mercy so much we look for ways 
to show it.  Jesus loved mercy, and his example was one of the 
greatest compassion in confronting the sins of the people combined 
with stern rebuke for those who led them. 

Finally, we are to walk humbly with our God.  When we think of the 
great privilege to walk with God, how can we do any less than walk 
humbly?  It is a human tendency to get a little full of ourselves from 
time to time, and Christians are no exception. 

It is good for us to remind ourselves that we are here simply by God's 
grace and the message we have been given is not our own, but 
God's.  If that message is rejected, we should not angrily assume it 
is personal. Rather, as those who love mercy, we should be saddened 
when someone seals their doom by rejecting God. 



In the end, our outward obedience - frequency of communion, 
worship and even mode and reason for baptism - must come from a 
sincere desire to please God. 

If not, we might as well be heathens. 

Circle of Protection 
by Mitchell Skelton 

The Musk Ox seems to have more sense than God's family at 
times.  When faced with danger musk oxen form a circle with their 
heads and horns facing outward.  In the center of this circle of 
protection musk oxen place their young and weak.  They gather for 
mutual protection rather that trying to go out on their own or running 
away.  We can learn a lot from the Musk Ox.  When things get tough 
we have a tendency to withdraw from those who care for us the 
most.  When trouble comes, instead of coming together to draw on 
our mutual strength, we stray from the pack and conjure up lame 
excuses to justify our actions. 

We should all remember the old saying, "Christians aren't perfect, 
just forgiven."  As long as we are on this earth, Christians will make 
mistakes.  Sometimes these mistakes will be embarrassing, not only 
to the person themselves but also to the church.  Our tendency in 
such cases is to distance ourselves from the situation.  We leave the 
weak ones outside the circle of protection to fend for 
themselves.  Scripture tells us that we have an obligation to our 
brothers and sisters in spiritual need.  "Brothers, if someone is caught 
in a sin, you who are spiritual should restore him gently. But watch 
yourself, or you also may be tempted. Carry each other's burdens, 
and in this way you will fulfill the law of Christ" (Galatians 6:1-2). 
 
Young Christians are especially vulnerable to being abandoned in 
their time of need.  Mature Christians should be the first to stand 
beside a fallen brother or sister.  We need not be afraid to admit that 
we too have stood where they are standing.  By doing so, we are not 
condoning their sin but rather we are protecting them in a time 
of weakness.  We are showing them that while perfection is not in 
our lot as humans, maturity is.  

Jesus was not afraid to stand beside those who had fallen prey to 
temptation.  In the case of the woman caught in adultery, Jesus stood 

beside her and became a one man "circle of protection."  Not once 
did Jesus say her actions were acceptable, yet not once did Jesus act 
as if she was unworthy of his presence.  On the contrary, 
once the protagonists had disappeared, those who delight in the fall 
of another, Jesus was able to show her the way to repentance.  Jesus 
declared. "Go now and leave your life of sin" (John 8:11). 

Helping God's children in their darkest time of need is as close to 
being Christ-like as one can get.  It was for this purpose that Jesus 
came to earth and it is because of our sin that he suffered death on 
the cross.  "She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the 
name Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins" 
(Matthew 1:21).  "This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ 
laid down his life for us. And we ought to lay down our lives for our 
brothers" (1 John 3:16). 

The Other Cheek 
 
A big sergeant from a Highland regiment, serving many years ago in 
Egypt, was asked about the circumstances of his conversion:  “What 
was it that turned you to Christ?”  
 
He told of a private in his company years before when he was serving 
in Malta.  The private was frequently harassed by other soldiers for 
his religious faith.  One night the private came into his barracks quite 
late.  It was a very rainy night.  Before getting into his bunk, he knelt, 
as was his custom, to pray. 
  
The sergeant picked up one of his boots, which was heavy with wet 
mud, threw it across the room, and hit the private on the side of the 
head.  The private said nothing.  He wiped the mud from his face and 
crawled into bed. The next morning, however, when the sergeant 
woke up, he found his muddy boots cleaned and polished by his 
bedside.  He said, “It broke my heart.” 
 
Turning the other cheek is not easy.  The first inclination is to strike 
back, to get even, or to seek revenge.  The route Jesus urges upon 
us—and practiced Himself—is the behavior which is more likely to 
influence another person for good.   
 

“I say unto you, that ye resist not evil: but whosoever shall smite 
thee on thy right cheek, turn to him the other also.”  

Matthew 5:39 


