
“Love is…” 
 
“Love is patient, love is kind.  It does not envy, it does not boast, it 
is not proud.   It does not dishonor others, it is not self-seeking, it 
is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs.   Love does 
not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth.   It always protects, 
always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres.   Love never fails. 

1 Corinthians 13:4-8 
 

 "A good speech has a beginning, a middle and an end, the best 
example being, 'I love you.'"   - Robert Brault - 
 
"You really shouldn't say I love you unless you mean it. But if 
you mean it, you should say it a lot - people forget." 
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Too Busy for a Friend? 

 
One day a teacher asked her students to list the names of the other 
students in the room on two sheets of paper, leaving a space 
between each name.  Then she told them to think of the nicest thing 
they could say about each of their classmates and write it down. 
 
It took the remainder of the class period to finish their assignment, 
and as the students left the room, each one handed in the papers. 
That Saturday, the teacher wrote down the name of each student on 
a separate sheet of paper, and listed what everyone else had said 
about that individual.  On Monday she gave each student his or her 
list. Before long, the entire class was smiling. “Really?” she heard 
whispered. “I never knew that I meant anything to anyone!” and, “I 
didn't know others liked me so much”, were most of the comments. 
 
No one ever mentioned those papers in class again. She never knew 
if they discussed them after class or with their parents, but it didn't 
matter. The exercise had accomplished its purpose. The students 
were happy with themselves and one another. That group of 
students moved on. 
 
Several years later, one of the students was killed in Viet Nam and 
his teacher attended the funeral of that special student. She had 
never seen a serviceman in a military coffin before. He looked so 
handsome, so mature.  The church was packed with his friends. 
One by one those who loved him took a last walk by the coffin. 
The teacher was the last one to bless the coffin. 
 
As she stood there, one of the soldiers who acted as pallbearer 
came up to her. “Were you Mark's math teacher?” he asked. She 
nodded: “yes”.  Then he said: “Mark talked about you a lot”.  After 
the funeral, most of Mark's former classmates went together to a 
luncheon. 
 
Mark's mother and father were there, obviously waiting to speak 
with his teacher. 



“We want to show you something”, his father said, taking a wallet 
out of his pocket, “They found this on Mark when he was killed. 
We thought you might recognize it”.  Opening the billfold, he 
carefully removed two worn pieces of notebook paper that had 
obviously been taped, folded and refolded many times. The teacher 
knew without looking that the papers were the ones on which she 
had listed all the good things each of Mark's classmates had said 
about him.  “Thank you so much for doing that”, Mark's mother 
said. “As you can see, Mark treasured it”. 
 
All of Mark's former classmates started to gather around. Charlie 
smiled rather sheepishly and said, “I still have my list. It's in the top 
drawer of my desk at home”.  Chuck's wife said, “Chuck asked me 
to put his in our wedding album”.  “I have mine too”, Marilyn said. 
“It's in my diary”.  Then Vicki, another classmate, reached into her 
pocketbook, took out her wallet and showed her worn and frazzled 
list to the group. “I carry this with me at all times,” Vicki said and 
without batting an eyelash, she continued: “I think we all saved our 
lists”. 
 
That's when the teacher finally sat down and cried. She cried for 
Mark and for all his friends who would never see him again.  The 
density of people in society is so thick that we forget that life will 
end one day. And we don't know when that one day will be.  So 
please, tell the people you love and care for, that they are special 
and important. Tell them, before it is too late.  Remember, we reap 
what we sow. What we put into the lives of others  comes back into 
our own. 
 
May your day be blessed as special as you are. 
 
 

The Word of God… 
(continued from memoryhelp@memoryverses.org) 

Our Dependence on the Scriptures 

God has revealed himself in nature. If you look around and see the 
awesome and wonderful design of it all, anybody who can think 
ought to be able to see that God exists. This is God's general 
revelation to man and ought to be enough to cause us to seek God 
further.  

“The wrath of God is being revealed from heaven against all the 
godlessness and wickedness of men who suppress the truth by their 
wickedness, since what may be known about God is plain to them, 
because God has made it plain to them. For since the creation of 
the world God's invisible qualities-His eternal power and divine 
nature-have been clearly seen, being understood from what has 
been made, so that men are without excuse.” (Romans 1:18-20)  
 
But, due to the hardness of our hearts, we have forgotten this and 
would rather say that the world evolved on its own. People say it 
created itself and that we are the center of all things instead of God.  
“For although they knew God, they neither glorified Him as God 
nor gave thanks to Him, but their thinking became futile and their 
foolish hearts were darkened. Although they claimed to be wise, 
they became fools and exchanged the glory of the immortal God for 
images made to look like mortal man and birds and animals and 
reptiles. Therefore God gave them over in the sinful desires of their 
hearts to sexual impurity for the degrading of their bodies with one 
another. They exchanged the truth of God for a lie, and worshipped 
and served created things rather than the Creator Who is forever 
praised. Amen. Because of this, God gave them over to shameful 
lusts. Even their women exchanged natural relations for unnatural 
ones. In the same way the men also abandoned natural relations 
with women and were inflamed with lust for one another. Men 
committed indecent acts with other men, and received in 
themselves the due penalty for their perversion. Furthermore, since 
they did not think it worthwhile to retain the knowledge of God, He 
gave them over to a depraved mind, to do what ought not to be 
done. They have become filled with every kind of wickedness, evil, 
greed and depravity. They are full of envy, murder, strife, deceit 
and malice. They are gossips, slanderers, God-haters, insolent, 
arrogant and boastful; they invent ways of doing evil; they disobey 
their parents; they are senseless, faithless, heartless, ruthless. 
Although they know God's righteous decree that those who do such 
things deserve death, they not only continue to do these very things 
but also approve of those who practice them.” (Romans 1:21-32)  
 
Even those of us who are able to see God in nature and who 
understand our accountability to Him are still unable to find peace 
with God on our own. No man or woman can come to a saving 
knowledge of Jesus Christ without receiving a special revelation 
from God. This information would be forever hidden to humanity if 
God had not revealed it. God has revealed Himself to us and this 
revelation is in the Scriptures - the Bible.  


